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PREFACE. 

Encouraged by the favorable reception given 
to a Volume of Addresses, delivered by me 
during the year 1857, and published in March 
last, I venture to issue a Second Series, con- 
sisting of those prepared by me for the year 
1858. 

Being fully persuaded that this mode of 
instructing the Scholars of our Schools, if 
wisely and not too frequently employed, 
affords an exceUent method of imparting 
knowledge to them upon those simple but 
vital Truths of the Gospel, which should ever 
form the theme of the Simday School Teacher, 
I feel that any contribution which seeks to 
lend a helping hand in the proper discharge 
of such an important duty, will be acceptable 
to many of my fellow-labourers in the work, 
as suggesting to them a train of thought, 
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inviting attention to a particular subject, or 
even supplying an outline, of which they may 
be glad to avail themselves. 

It may perhaps be useful to mention, that 
not one of the least encouraging circumstances 
that I had to help me in the preparation of 
these Addresses, was the interesting fact, that 
upwards of fifty of the Scholars to whom they 
were addressed regularly made their "Notes'* 
upon them as they heard them. These "Notes " 
they carefully wrote out at their homes and in 
MANY cases they contained the whole substance 
of the Address ; and they were pleased to give 
them to me each month as an oflfering of their 
affectionate interest in the Truths I was on 
those occasions privileged to teach them. 
There was no reward or pressure used to 
induce them to take that pleasing trouble, but 
they offered them simply as a token of their 
loving obedience to a wish, expressed on my 
part, and most cheerfully fulfilled on theirs. 
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I only mention this for the encouragement 

and, perchance, adoption, of others to whom 

the idea may commend itself, but to whom it 

may not have occurred. 

With these few introductory remarks, I 

now launch my little book, commending it to 

the Gracious Guidance and Blessing of God, 

without which its words will be of no avail 

to impress the heart ; I earnestly entreat for 

it the attracting Influences of the Holy Spirit, 

THE GREAT TEACHER, and I do pray that He 

may go with it wherever it may find its way, 

and send home some one or more of the 

truths it so feebly utters, with saving power 

to the souls of many of the dear children 

of England's Sabbath Schools, to whom the 

following pages are now most aflfectionately 

offered. 

T. P. S. 

Kennington, 

March, 1859. 
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THE YOUNG SOLDIER OF CHRIST. 

I Tim. vi. 12. 

** Mght the good fight of faith : lag hold on eternal 
lifer 

Mt DEA.E TOITNO PkIENDS, 

As a remembrancer of that solemn occasion when 
you were dedicated to the Lord's service, and with 
the hope that it may be a help to those who are 
intending soon to take upon themselves publicly 
the solemn vows of a religious life, I shall endea- 
vour to put before you what is meant by being a 
soldier of Christ. We shall draw our lessons 
principally from the life of an ordinary soldier. 
I can only give you an outline, omitting neces- 
sarily much that I should wish to say. I shall 
have to speak of a battle which we all must 
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fight, on one side or the other — the great battle 
of life. I shall invite you all to fight on the 
Lord's side, and to become soldiers of Christ. 
Those amongst you who are yet in Satan's army, 
fighting under him, will he invited to leave his 
ranks and to join the army of the living God ; 
whilst those who have already done so, I hope 
will feel encouraged to remain faithful to the 
end. It is a noble army I shall have to tell you 
of; its warfare is not cruel, it is called a "good 
fight," a "fight of faith;" its Captain is "fall 
of grace and truth," and if we but continue His 
faithful soldiers and servants, we shall be sure 
of final victory. In faithfulness, I shaU tell you 
it will be a hard battle, that your enemies will' 
be many and strong ; but it will be my privilege 
also to point to the encouragements held out to 
you, and the glorious rewards that will await 
you if you continue faithful. May God bless the 
humble effort! May He by His Holy Spirit 
raise up many a young soldier for Himself to-day, 
may many a dear child from this school join the 
regiments of the Lord, and henceforth not be 
ashamed " to confess the Mth of Christ crucified, 
and manfully to fight under His banner against 
sin, the world, the flesh, and the devil ! " 
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In looking at this army, we shall speak of 
seven principal points — ^the Great Captain; the 
soldier and his duties; his enemies; his com- 
rades ; his armour ; his encouragements ; and his 
reward. 

I. We speak of the Geeat Captain of this 
army. This is Jesus Himself. Have you ever 
heard of this great Captain ? Do you hnow any- 
thing of Him yet ? Do you Uyoe Him ? He loves 
you. He esteems aU his soldiers as brethren. The 
youngest, the weakest, the poorest child, is as 
dear to Him as the richest and the strongest man. 
Had we time we could speak for hours of His love 
for his army, how He watches over it, protects it, 
guides it. How his words of encouragement 
cheer his soldiers, how He rallies them, and leads 
them, only asking them to be faithful and to follow. 
He gives us the victory. He it is that " works in 
us both to will and to do." He has Himself 
undergone all that we shall be called upon to 
suffer, and much more. He was the great Con- 
queror of sin and death, that we might live. 
'* Ho was made perfect through suffering." He 
is skilM to guide and lead ; kind to sympathize 
with his suffering army, and will be the great 
Deliverer and final Saviour of it. And now, 

b2 
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having spoken of the Great Captain of our sal- 
vation, and of His sufferings, we turn to speak of 
those for whom He endured so much, viz., 

II. The Soldier aio) his Duties. Only to 
look at some of them. 

One most important duty is. Obex Ojeldbbs. 
Sometimes, perhaps, a soldier does not quite 
understand why he receives certain orders, hut he 
knows that when the command is given it is his 
duty to ohey, and, having such confidence in the 
superior wisdom of his commander, he obeys with 
promptitude and cheerfulness. Thus should it be 
with the Christian soldier. The great Captain 
has an order-book, in which is written all He 
wishes us to do. This order-book is the Bible. 
There must we learn what He will have us to do, 
his whole will concerning us. Let that be our 
daily study; let us learn it by heart, and learning, 
may we obey. Let our obedience spring from 
love to Him ; let us feel that He has all wisdom 
and knowledge, that He is not a stem Commander, 
and that He will never require anything from na 
but that which will tend to our happiness. Let us 
keep our eye fixed on Him, let us follow where He 
shall lead, let us do all that He shall command, and 
we shall then be sure to meet with His approyal. 
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'^ Ajiotber duty of a soldier is — ^Be always ready 
FOR ACTION. So also it must be with us. "We 
must ever be on the watch-tower. The enemy 
will try to surprise us, therefore we must be ready 
to meet him. We must keep our armour bright, 
our sword drawn, our shield firmly grasped, and 
we ourselves at all times " ready for the battle." 
A third duty is — ^Be so under training as to 

BE ABLE to ENDURE HARDNESS. A SOldicr is offceU 

ordered at a moment's notice to a distant country, 
of which he knows but little, perhaps nothing, 
where he wiU be exposed to many privations, 
hunger, thirst, want of rest, will have long and 
wearying marches, to toil up mountains, to tread 
scorching hot sandy deserts, and to be exposed to 
a continual fire from the enemy's ranks. Such» 
dear children, will you, if you are Christ's soldiers, 
be called upon to undergo. You are sent to fight 
in an enemy's country, your enemy will dispute 
every inch of the way with you, you will have to 
suffer many things for Christ's sake and the 
gospel's, and to endure hardness as a faithful 
soldier and servant of Christ. I shall show you 
presently where you can get strength to do it. 

A fourth duty of a soldier is — Be Courageous. 
A good soldier is no coward. He does not flinch 

b3 
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ia the hoar of danger, but faces the enemy with a 
brave and bold heart. Such courage most the 
Christian soldier show. I bless God for the hope 
that we have some in our school who, although 
timid, as seen by the eye of men, do possess this 
courage. Do you ask me to tell you who ihey 
are ? Is it the boy, think you, who can dare to 
laugh at prayer time ? Is it the girl who dares 
to mock at sin and its fearful consequences? 
Have they courage ? Oh, no ! they are cowards 
at heart. Who then is it ? It is yonder lad who 
confesses Christ wherever he may be, and who- 
ever may be his companions. The young midship- 
man at sea who dares to ask a blessing at Ids 
meals, when all others refuse, has true Bible 
courage (and, let me say, there is no other courage 
worth the having but that). That dear boy at 
the boarding-school has courage who is not 
ashamed to kneel by his bedside night and morn- 
ing, and say his prayers. That dear girl has 
courage (and let me here remark that in Gk)d*s 
army, unlike any other army, there are fetnale 
soldiers, a goodly number, who are as brave and 
as courageous as the men), that girl, I say, has 
true Bible courage who can say to her young 
friend at the factory, or to her fellow-servant 
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her place, '* Let us kneel down and pray," or "Let 
us read a chapter together." Oh ! seek then, dear 
young friends, to possess this courage ; ask for it 
in prayer, and fear not, if ever you are laughed 
at and called a saint. You have all of you heard 
of the brave Havelock, and perhaps you recollect 
that his regiment was called "a regiment of 
saints." But was he ashamed of it? "No; he 
gloried in the blessed privilege that he enjoyed of 
being one of God's saints here, and does he now 
regret it, now that he is a " saint in glory ever- 
lasting ? " Surely not. 

We notice only one more distinguishing mark 
of a good soldier — He bemains faithful, and 

DOES NOT DESEBT OK BECOME A MUTINEEB. I think 

that this school has some faithM ones amongst 
its numbers, but have we no deserters? Yes. 
Every one of us has been a deserter at one time or 
other. David, good and holy as he was, was a deser- 
ter once. Peter too, who so dearly loved his Cap- 
tain, was a deserter, and have not we been ? Yes. 
Many and many a time have you and I been 
ashamed to confess that we belonged to the army of 
the Lord, and there was very little in our dress to 
show that we did ; often and often have we blushed 
at the mention of the name of Jesus, that name 
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which ought to be dearer and more precious to 
us than all the world beside. May God forgive 
us for aU our past unfaithfulness, and may we 
henceforth love to speak forth His praises wher- 
ever and whenever we can ! 

I think I must find time to tell you of a yoath' 
ful martyr in India, and as you listen may you be 
stimulated to seek grace from above to go and do 
likewise. 

We are told that "when the wretched 6th 
llegiment mutinied at Allahabad and murdered 
their officers, an ensign, only sixteen years of age, 
who was left for dead amongst the rest, escaped 
in the darkness to a neighbouring ravine. Here 
he found a stream, the waters of which sustained 
his life for four days and nights. Although 
desperately wounded, he contrived to raise him- 
self into a tree during the night for protection 
from wild beasts. Poor boy ! he had a high com- 
mission to fulfil before death released him from 
his sufferings. 

*'0n the fifth day he was discovered and dragged 
by the brutal sepoys before one of their leaden, 
to have the little life in him extinguished. There 
he found another prisoner, a Christian Catechist, 
formerly a Mahomcdan, whom the sepoys were 
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endeavoTiring to torment and terrify into a re- 
cantation. 

" The firmness of the native was giving way as 
he knelt amid his persecutors, with no human 
sympathy to support him. The hoy officer, after 
anxiously watching him for a short time, cried 
out, 'Oh, my friend, come what may, do not 
deny the Lord Jesus.* 

'' Just at this moment the alarm of a sudden 
attack hy the gallant Colonel !Ni eile, with his 
Madras Eusiliers, caused the instant flight of the 
murderous fanatics. The catechist's life was 
saved. He turned to hless the hoy, whose faith 
had strengthened his faltering spirit. But the 
young martyr had passed heyond all reach of 
further himian cruelty. He had entered into rest." 

But we must pass on to our next division, and 
speak of the — 

III. Christian soldier's Enehxbs. I feel a 
difficulty in knowing how to descrihe them, they 
are so many and various; all fierce and cruel. 
Ever present with us, affiicting and harassing us ; 
spiritual enemies they are, and therefore more 
powerM. Perhaps I had hetter speak of them 
under these three heads — the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. 
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Firsti there is a wicked tporld, temptini 
be unfaithfiil to our Leader. You have ofi 
its attacks, have you not ? Coming to yc 
variety of ways, attacking you through you 
companions, who draw you away from God's 
Gtod's word, and encourage in you the neg 
prayer. Tell me, dear children, is it n 
When the church- hell has loudly sounded **( 
when the Sunday-school teacher's invitati 
gone forth to you in its accents of love, i 
" Gome to the Sunday-school, '* has no live! 
panion lured you to join in the pleasant t^ 
social party, or it may have been to som 
really evil in itself, and have you said to y 
what that young martyr of Allahabad said 
failing courage of the missionary, " Whatei 
do, do not deni/ the Lord Jesus," or ha' 
yielded to the tempter, thinking it was 
little sin, and that God would therefore 
it ? Oh, call them not little sins. Eemei 
was but a little sin brought all the sufferic 
is in the world* Only eating fruit. '* On 
spark it was that a little child struck amc 
parched grains of one of the broad prai 
America, but in a moment the whole w 
sheet of flames." Such ruin will one smal 
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of sin work if you do not resist it by asking God 
to put it out. 

Another most powerful enemy is the flesh. 
This is an enemy within, our own evil and corrupt 
hearts ; and oh, what fightings there must be to 
prevent its overcoming us. ^Nothing but the 
grace of God's good Spirit can, and this must be 
in answer to prayer. In what a number of ways 
our naughty hearts tempt us to displease our 
Captain. Is it not so, my dear young friends? 
Perhaps we wish to read a little of our Bible every 
morning, and we desire to rise early for that pur- 
pose, but our selfish heart tempts us to waste our 
hours in bed, and so we let the golden opportunity 
go by. Or perhaps we wish to give something 
to the missionary cause, but our selfish heart 
immediately presents a difficulty; something is 
wanted (it may be only a toy,) and that is sufficient 
to cause us to close our hand and our heart, and 
refuse to give, although our grateful language 
should ever be, as we think of God's love 
to us, 

" A love 80 boundless, so divine, 
Demands my life, my soul, my all." 

** Here, gracious Lord, take me and all I have. 
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for I am not my own but am bought with a pricey 
thine own precious blood." 

And; lastly, under this head, we have a fieitt 
and cruel enemy in Satan. He is called in Scrip* 
ture " a liar," " a deceiver," a " murderer." Hfl 
shoots poisoned arrows ; and attacks us in so manj 
different ways, that we must ever be watching 
for his approaches in order to resist him. 

Sometimes he comes to our missionary collector, 
and says, '' What can you do, you are so youngs 
so poor, so feeble; look at your last quarterns 
collection how small it is; do not try again." 
He has come to our elder boys, and said, ''It is 
so childish to collect; give it up now Ihat yoa 
have passed ^m childhood to youth." Some- 
times he comes to us, as he came to our fint 
mother. Eve, and makes GK)d's commands appear 
to be harsh; and especially does he harass ns 
when we try to serve Grod, when we kneel in 
prayer, when we wish to be holy ; and you and 
I would feel almost in despair of victory over him 
did we not read that comforting promise, that 
God has written for our encouragement, " BesiBt 
the devil, and he will flee from you." 

I have not time to speak of that last enemy. 
Death, that will present itself; but I hope we 
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be amongst God's dear children at that hour, 
:hen death will have lost its sting, and the 
3 its victory. We pass on then to speak to 
for your encouragement — 
\ Of the Christian soldier's CoMaADss. Yes, 
sd be Grod! he has brethren-in-arms, who 
I his dangers and trials with him, and so 
) them, and share his joys too, and thus 
Le them ; and oh, what real helps they are ! 
children, are you such helps to one another ? 
ou ever talk to one another about past defeats 
nay have had, or past victories won — ^victoridb 
sin, temper, self; and if so, does it not re- 
and animate you? Oh, if you 'have not 
it, begin at once ; look into your class now ; 
le from it those whom you think are soldiers 
irist. Ask them to be your Mends ; pledge 
al j&iendship the one with the other; be 
is in life, may you be friends until death ; 
nd after death may you be Mends through- 
eternity. And when you see one another sad 
(count of sin, say, '' Brother, or sister, sing us 
of the songs of Sion." May you thus be 
lal helpers, and may both of you, although in 
ange land, often take down your harps from 
nllows, and sing together, making melody in 
hearts to the Lord. c^ 
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V. The Soldier's Armour. Perhaps whiktl 
have been speaking of the soldier's duti&s, yoa 
have been pleased to hear about them, bat hafe 
felt they were too difficult for yoa to perfonn, 
and when I turned to speak of his enemies, yoa 
have found them so many and so mighty, that yoa 
have felt it will be impossible to overoome them. 
Listen, then, to what I have now to say about 
His armour: for this is his strength and support 
You will find it spoken of in the 6th Ephodans. 
It is divine armour. This is a summary of it 
''Our loins are to be girt about with trath; we 
are to have the breastplate of righteousness, onr 
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace. The shield of faith; the helmet of sal- 
vation ; the sword of the Spirit, praying always 
and watching." Study this chapter when yon 
roach your homes. You will perhaps notice that 
there is no armour for the hack, to teach yoa that 
you must not turn your back upon the enemy. 
In this armoury, which God supplies for our use, 
we shall find some pieces for active nse^ 
some for defence; but all are needed. Let me 
here say a word about one or two pieoes, so that 
you may not make a mistake. There is one 
piece of armour called the breastplate of righteoas^ 
ness. "Whose righteousness? Our own? No; 



THE YOUNG BOLDIEB OF CHRIST. 15 

that would be a poor breastplate indeed. It is 
Chris f 8 righteousaess, the breastplate of our great 
Commander. Then there is the shield of faith. 
A shield is most useful, with it you can turn any 
way. Have faith and me it — ^faith in Christ's 
finished work, feith in a loving Father's promises, 
and faith in the love of the Holy Spirit for us. 
Keep it ever bright and shining. Then there is 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 
Oh! be "mighty in the Scriptures." "Let the 
"Word of God dwell in you richly." When Satan 
shoots his arrows raise your shield, when he 
smites you use your sword, and fear not to meet 
him with a single " It is written ; " and let this 
be accompanied by the use of that other mighty 
weapon, "All prayer." I^otice also this pe- 
culiarity, the Chnstian soldier fights his battles on 
his knees, and he is strongest when he seems to 
be the weakest. The brave Havelock so loved 
prayer that when his ordinary duties called him 
to rise at six o'clock, he would rise at four. When 
he should be up at four he rose at two. Why ? 
Because he loved to spend those two hours in 
reading his Bible, and the exercise of prayer. 

Let this be written, then, as our motto, " Our 
strength, God's grace ; our rule, God's Word ; 
our end, the glory of the Lord." ^^ 
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VI. The Christian soldier's ENOOTraAGosicENTS. 
I can only mention a few. 

There is, chief and foremost, the example of the 
great Captain Himself. Sorely this should cheer 
and encourage us. 

There is the gracious and ever-present Holy 
Spirit always cheering us, and helping us, for we 
cannot do anything without his aid. There is our 
Bible full of promises, dropping like music on the 
ear. There is the cheering example and noble 
courage of those who have gone before us, of those 
who have taken up the cross, endured the shame, 
and are now seated at the right hand of the Most 
High, and then — 

VII. There is the Soldieb's Rewabd — final 
victory. 

This reward, of course, is a reward of grace and 
favour, not of merit ; but how shall I describe it ? 
Our text says it is "Eternal Life;" but oh! 
what treasures lie hid in those two words ! "Eye 
hath not seen, ear hath not heard, neither hath 
it entered in the heart of man to conceive what 
good things Gk)d has in store for them that love 
Him." Yes. Mark that, "Them that ^v^^JKw," 
don't forget that; for such there is "a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away." We shall have rest 
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too; no more fatigue-parties, no more fightings 
without or fears within ; but — r 

" In heaven we'll march the heavenly street, 
And ground our arms at Jesus' feet." 

The cross shall then be exchanged for the crown, 
and these crowns we will cast in cheerM adoration 
at His feet who has made us more than con- 
querors. 

Dear young Mends, does not the very thought 
of such joy fill your heart with rapture ? I hope 
it does; but oh! let me be very plain. These 
joys are only for the faithful soldier. Are you 
one of them ? Are you fighting for Christ ? Re- 
member He has said, '' He' that is not with Me is 
against Me." Are you with Him or against Him? 

I could draw another picture; I could tell of 
another army strong and powerful — ^the army of 
Satan ; numbers of ehildren are engaged by him, 
and they fight with earnestness of purpose against 
the Lord, and for him. But oh ! do not you serve 
him. Do not be one of his soldiers, for ** their 
end is destruction." I appeal to our school to- 
day for young recruits for the army of the Lord : 
who will stand forward as volunteers ? There are 
many posts vacant, some posts of highest honour : 

c3 
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who will fill them? The Church Missionary Sc 
cicty pleads with you : standard-bearers are wante 
by that noble Institution to go ix) distant lands t 
herald forth the Saviour's name, and to plant th 
standard of the Cross of Christ on heathen shores 
who will say, "Lord, here am I; send me?' 
Shall a missionary ever be gathered from the dea 
children of this school, and preach glad tidings t 
perishing souls, and afterwards join that nobl 
host who have gone before — ^Henry Martyn, Carey 
M'Cheyne, Fox, Heber, Brainerd, and "Wilsoi 
lately called to rest? Who will go? will you 
will you ? Our Juvenile Missionary Society al» 
appeals to you : its list of collectors is thinned 
some have lefb our school, some have become deser 
ters, some have been taken from us: who wil 
come forward and help ? Soon we too shall h 
called away. Oh, look out, then, for your re 
turning Lord, seize the passing moments as the] 
fly. Look forward to your home beyond th< 
skies. Sing in bright anticipation of the da] 
when you shall meet them — 

" Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there 
Around my Saviour stand; 
And soon my friends in Christ below 
Shall join the glorious band," 
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and may God enable you to add, "I, too, shall 
join that heavenly host." 

Oh ! may God grant, for Jesus' sake, that when 
the last great alarm trumpet shall terrify the 
nations, and seize those who are not of Christ's 
army with terror, you and I may be found ready 
— may have addressed to us these welcome words, 
"Well done, good and faithful servant; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord." And your 
teachers and yourselves and I, may go into that 
new Jerusalem, and join our voices in singing that 
song of victory which shall re-echo throughout 
heaven's courts eternity through, " Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power be unto our G^d who 
hath given us the victory ; to Him be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



THE CHILDREN'S INVITATIO; 

Luke xviii. 16. 

** Suffer little children to come unto Me, and j 
them not ; for of stich is the kingdom of Gi 

My DBA.R Children, — The text is one very fan 
to your ear, and is as lovely an expression as 
fell from the lips of the gentle Saviour, 
like that Saviour who spoke it, full of love 
of kindness, tenderness, and compassion. 

If we compare it to a tree, it is one o 
noblest the Bible orchard ever produced; i 
compare it to a flower, how lovely are its col 
how sweet its odours. If we compare the ; 
to the starry heavens, our text is one oi 
brightest of the stars that shine therein, 
will it be for us if God the Holy Spirit engr£ 
upon our hearts. Let us now lift up our ha 
prayer that it may be so. 

There are five lessons to be learnt from 
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interesting text, and I do hope that you may re- 
member them, and that they may be useful to you. 
The first that it teaches us is this — ^That the 

SOULS OP little CHTLDSEN ABB TEBY FBECIOUS IN 
THE SIGHT OP JbSUS. 

Never was there anything so precious — so pre- 
cious that Jesus thought none should have the 
charge of them but Himself — more precious than 
this beautiful earth on which we live, or the 
glorious sun that gives us light and heat, or the 
stars that shine so prettily at night. Saints on 
earth think it precious; saint's in heaven think it 
precious; angels think it precious; and so does 
Jesus, it is as though He had said, '* Kone can keep 
them safe but Me ; I can trust none but Myself; 
oh, suffer them to come." If, then, beloved 
children, your soul is so precious, beware how you 
trifle with it ; do not neglect it, but commit it to 
the keeping of Jesus. 

II. The second lesson that we are to learn is, 
That God knows and loves little childben. 

Eemember, God knows who you are, what you 
are, and where you are. He knows all about 
you ; He knows your thoughts, your words, your 
actions. Yes, God knows your thoughts. When 
a wicked thought enters your mind, although you 
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may not speak what you think, but God knows it, 
and is displeased ; when you use naughty, sinfiil, 
angry, unclean words, God hears them, and is dis- 
pleased ; and when you do that which you know 
is wrong, toe may not see it, your parents may not 
sec it, but God always sees it, and is displeased. 
When you kneel down and say your prayers, as 
you have done this morning, or by your bedside 
at home. He knows from what your words proceed ; 
He looks through the window of your heart, and 
sees what is going on there; and if you do not 
pray with your heart as well as with the Hps, He 
is displeased. 

It is one thing to be good enough for men or 
for ourselves, but quite another thing to be good 
enough for God. Yet He loves us — ^loyes us 
more than our parents can or teachers can ; as a 
shepherd there never was such a one as He — "He 
laid down his life for his sheep; " He so loved little 
children, that He came down from heaven and 
died upon the Cross, that they might live. Shall 
we not try and love Him in return, do that which 
shall please SLim, and cause Him to look upon us 
with pleasure ? 

The third lesson that our text suggests is. That 

ClIILDBEN NEED SALVATION. 
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I am txying this morning to speak a few simple, 
plain Bible truths — ^truths which you must under- 
stand before you can go to heaven; therefore, 
give me your best attention. I said, little children 
need salvation ; yes, you *' little ones " as really 
need salvation as the oldest sinner. You all of 
you believe the Bible, I hope; listen, then, to 
what it says of little children. "They go astray 
as soon as they are bom, speaMng lies." What 
does Solomon, the wisest man that ever lived, 
say? "Folly (that is sin) is bound up in the 
heart of a child." Oh, what a sad picture this is, 
my dearest children, of your hearts ; it is not one 
sin only that you have committed, nor twenty, 
but you have been sinning from the time you 
were able to distinguish between right and wrong 
to the present time. You may, and perhaps have, 
forgotten them; but God has a book of remem- 
brance. If so, then children do need salvation ; 
and it was this that made Jesus say in great love, 
"Suffer little children to come unto Me, and for- 
bid them not." He knew that without His sal- 
vation you would not go to heaven; He wishes 
you to go to that blessed place, and therefore He 
invites you to come. Do then, dear children, I 
beseech you, pray earnestly to God to give you 
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his Holy Spirit, to help you to see your nedf 
your want of this salvation ; and if your prayer is 
from your heart, be assured of this, that Gk)d*s 
love to little children is so great that He will hear 
your prayer, will give you what you seek, and 
make you a better, and therefore a happier child. 

But, again, a fourth lesson to be learnt is. That 
Jesus is this Savioue. 

Jesxjs ! What a delightful sound ! Oh, I wish 
our dear children in all our schools, when we 
talked to them about Jesus, were attentive. It is 
a charming name; angels love it; those who 
never sinned love it ; how much more should iw 
prize it who have sinned, and yet can find a 
Saviour— even Jesus. " He shall be caUed Jesus, 
for He shall save his people from their sins." 

Oh, can it be that any child who hears me to- 
day, can it be that he loves sin ? loves the onfy 
thing that God hates ? You who read your Bible 
(and I hope you aU do every day) know what sin 
has done ; it drove Adam out of the garden, it 
brought our Bedeemer Christ from heaven, it 
nailed Trim to a cross, it has kindled the flames 
of hell, and it has ruined thousands of souls. 
What a complete Saviour is Christ, and how 
willing He is to do this ! " He waits to be 
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gracious;" He entreats you to come to Him; his 
language is, ''Son, daughter, give Me thine 
hefui;.'' Do you ask me why Christ rebuked his 
disciples, and encouraged the parents to bring 
their children? The answer is plain; it is be- 
cause He wished to do them good; for we read, 
'' and He took them up in His arms, put His hands 
upon them, and blessed them." 

Little children are like lambs wandering where 
are beasts of prey, where the lion goes abroad, 
the bear prowls about, and the wolf so dangerous 
to the fold. Look at that little lamb wandering 
forth; there it goes bleating along, the wolf sees 
it, it bums with desire, and happy for that little 
creature if its kind and ever-watchfiil shepherd 
is near. Now, Jesus, "the good Shepherd," is 
always near if we call upon Him. "Wlien we are 
at home He is near; when abroad in the fields, 
He is near; when lying down and when rising 
up; He is always near to those who trust in Him. 
Let the sentiment of Hagar in the wilderness be 
always in your memory — "Thou, Gk)d, seestme." 
Shp was in a wilderness, apart from the eye of 
any man; but she knew that God's eye can see in 
the darkest night, as well as in the brightest day. 

Our text, lastly, teaches us. That children 

SHOULD COME TO JeSUS. ^ 



a iSTtTATioir. 

He expects them to come because Hi 
them. And here one or two interesting t 
may anse in yonrmind, and the first I shi 
is, What is it to come to Jesua ? In plai 
it is for a little child that feela its need o 
heart, to go to Jesus in prayer, and a 
manner to pray to Him from the heart: — ' 
Jeeus, save me; when Thou wast on oar 
didst say, ' Suffer little children to come i 
and forbid them not; ' Lord, I am now ci 
take me in Thine arms of love ; wash i 
Saviour, in Thy cleansing blood, imph 
grace within my heart and make me a&aid 
But t» what* ttrentfth are you to come ? 
own? Surely not. Tou have none. 
ministers ? They have none hnt that wh 
g^ves tiiem, and which He will willingly g 

" Come In tbe alrsuglh wbicb God lappliea, 
Tbrougb bla etern^ Son." 

Is there any one who would ask why hi 
come ? Let me give him a reply. First, 
it is Qod who invites you — remember tl 
not a fellow-sinner that bids you come. 
Son of God — and, again, it is your wi 
come, without it you are lost, lost for eve 

But, once more, when are you to come 
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this is a most important question. Some say to- 
morrow, some next year, some at a more con- 
venient time; but what says your conscience? 
That inward monitor says, come now. What says 
your Bible ? " j^ow is the accepted time." " Son, 
go work in my vineyard to-day,^^ 

In conclusion, dear children, what will Jesus 
do when you do come ? Don't forget this truth, 
that after you have spent a few years at the most 
here, your soul is destined to live for ever and 
ever, either in happiness or misery. Think of 
this, while I tell you what Jesus will do if you 
come to Him now. He wiU pardon your sins. 
He will love you tenderly, He will receive you 
with Him in heaven, and you shall live there 
happily for ever. Do not, then, I implore you, 
serve Satan while you are yoimg and in health, 
and then come to Gk)d, should He spare you, when 
you are old, sick, and feeble, no longer able to 
enjoy the world. But come now, we invite you, 
offer Him the best services of a youthful life, 
* 'remember your Creatorin the days of your youth . ' ' 

Be persuaded that nothing wiU make you so 
happy, nothing will make you so amiable, and 
endear you to your parents, and teachers, and 
friends. Your dear parents will love you, wc 

d2 
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shall love you even more dearly than we 
present, and (we say it with reverence) Go 
rejoice over you as one of His; you will 
bright jewels in His crown at the last day 
whilst spared to us here on earth, you will 
up useful men and women, and, when rei 
from earth, will be received into heaven to 
a happy, a joyful, and an eternal Sabbath tl 
I used the word Sabbath, dear children, 
hope and believe that many of you do lov< 
Sabbath. And is it not a delightful day 
you rise in the morning, with your minds 
and full of energy, from the sweet sleep tha 
in his goodness has permitted you to enjoy ? 
you kneel by your bedside and pray to Hin 
He will bless to you what you may hear in 
Sunday school, at his house of prayer ? whe 
think upon some sweet text written in that 
you so much love ? when you read in that pr< 
book the wondrous story of Christ's dying 
you might live ? Oh, yes, many of you dc 
your Sabbath. It reminds me of the woi 
one of our beloved ministers, who, when pi 
ing upon the subject of Grod's Sabbath 
England's safety, thus speaks the happy expe: 
of some of our dear boys and girls; listen 
tell me if you have not felt something like 
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he thus describes; when he says: — "And then 
the home blessings of the sanctified Sabbath, the 
the sweet rest, the perfect quiet of that Christian 
home. There is the happy converse of better 
hopes, the banishment of thoughts and words that 
make up the world's business; there is the Book 
of Life (your Bible he means, dear children,) and 
time to read it, the hour of prayer and none to 
check it. And then, he says (now listen,) ''then 
there is the Sunday school, with its countless 
circles of blessings and usefulness, each class a 
little planetary system, its teacher a little ' sun of 
righteousness,' its scholars little worlds of thought 
and mind, that are to catch his light and reflect 
his spirit, and be carried, if God only bless, with 
their centres around the great 'Central Sun.' " 

Is not this your happy experience ? It is of 
some amongst us I rejoice to know. I ask our 
boys and girls, in conclusion, do you not love 
your Sunday school ? and have I not drawn a true 
picture of your happy experience? Oh, then, 
dearly beloved children, highly prize these Sab- 
baths, love them more and more, and may God 
grant that by these earthly Sabbaths your souls 
may be fitted and prepared for the enjoyment of 
that eternal Sabbath in God's kingdom above, a 
Sabbath which shall know no end. d3 
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1 John v. 21. 
** Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 

Mr BELOVED TOUNo Fbiends, many are the adc 
ses I have been privileged to give you ; with "v 
result God alone knows in its extent. I 1 
they have been useful to some of you ; an 
they have, I know who will have been the ca 
even God. 

I know this also, that they would have I 
much more usefiil if you and I had prayed < 
them more than we have. Yea, perhaps 
question is not out of place, if T ask some of 
— ^Have you ever prayed for me on these occasi 
that I may say such words as shall encoui 
those who are timid among you, stir up the 
active, help the doubting, and so be usefii 
many of you in exciting amongst you missioi 
zeal, and helping you to carry out practicall 
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your own lives the precepts of tliat blessed gospel 
we desire to send to others ? 

I have to-day chosen a text which will form 
the ground- work of some few remarks, in which 
I desire to be very plain and simple, to which I 
hope you will listen with your usual attention, 
and which I have earnestly prayed may not be 
uttered in vain : our text says, "Little children, 
keep yourselves from idols." 

I^ow, it is probable that some of you, my dear 
children, have made a mistake about our text. 
Perhaps you have thought — This text only applies 
to those children living in heathen countries (of 
whom we sometimes tell you anecdotes), to 
children who actuaUy worship images and such- 
like things ; but that it can scarcely apply to you, 
for you have no idols in your house, you are not 
an idolater. You do not bow down to stocks of 
wood and stone, and therefore wonder that I have 
selected such a text for you to-day. But stop, 
dear children, for one moment ; do not be quite 
so sure that there are no idols in your house, and 
that you do not worship some of them. I am 
going to-day to bring out some of these idols for 
your view : and I hope you will agree with me 
at the close, that there is a necessity, even in 
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Christian England, and in a Christian school, of 
sounding in the ears of its scholars the words of 
our text ; *' Little children, keep yourselves firom 
idols." 

In order ftiUy to understand these words, we 
must first ask, however. What is an idol ? Listen 
to my answer : An idol is anything that occupies 
that place in your thoughts and affections which 
ought to be occupied by God. If, therefore, you 
love anything better than God, or even equal with 
God, however lovely in itself it may be, that 
becomes your idol. 

I say, however lovely in itself it may be, 
because it does not necessarily follow that if 
should be something wicked in itself to make th 
object of your love an idol. This you wi' 
understand, perhaps, better when I speak of son 
of these idols which little children (ay, and grow 
up people too) sometimes worship. 

The first idol I shall speak of is the idol 
self; that is, the idol of your own will 
pleasure, which many worship. Now, what 
I mean by this ? What I mean is this : chiL 
set up this idol who like to please their own 
better than to please God ; or, in other w 
they are selfish. So long as they can do as 
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like, they are very pleasant and happy ; hut the 
moment you tell them that what they are doing 
is contrary to the wish of their heavenly Father, 
that moment the pleasant smiling face is exchanged 
for a frown — the open countenance for the con- 
tracted brow; and the child prefers to disobey 
Grod rather than check even the smallest of its 
own sinful desires. 

Oh, my beloved children, keep yourselves from 
this idol ; let your prayer be in the words of that 
beautiful hymn you sometimes sing — 

**The dearest idol I have known, 

Whate'er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from Thy throne, 

And worship only Thee."_ 

Try and love religion's ways, and then you will 
not be selfish ; for there is no selfishness in true 
religion. Let each child look at his or her 
teacher to-day for a proof of this. Ask yourself. 
Why has my teacher come to-day ? "What is it 
has brought that kind friend here this afternoon ? 
Is it selfishness ? Oh, no ! selfishness is an idol 
never worshipped by the true Christian teacher. 
Self is altogether lost in that one simple, earnest 
endeavour, with God's blessing, to try and do you 
good. 
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Another idol children worship is w 

PLEASVBE. 

Now pray do not misunderstand me. I 
not for any consideration willingly cause 
you to stumble at this. Sony, indeed, si 
be if you thought I wished to check youi 
laugh or stop your healthful sports so long 
only indulge them at the proper time and 
reasonable bounds. I love to hear them, 
share them with you. It would, indeed, 
me to fill your hearts (full to the overi 
they are of youthful joy) with one unne 
thought of sadness; for I know full we 
care will come upon you quite soon enoug 
do that work without. 

But, oh, I would earnestly desire this : 
press upon you this one thought, that yo\ 
not love your play and pleasures too much; I 
remind you that there is a time for every- 
that there are times when you should be thou^ 
attentive, serious; when you should esp 
enjoy to talk of religious subjects, and thj 
should not let your other pleasures intrude 
thoughts of better things should be present 
mind. Dear children, then, we say to you 
yourselves from this idol." 
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I have thus far been speaking of pleasures, 
innocent in themselves; but I must not forget 
that there are sinful pleasures, which often 
become idols. But if they do there is no happi- 
ness for such as worship them ; for if you make 
these your idols, they will destroy you for ever. 
We counsel you to-day and say. Do not form a 
liking for sin. Eesist the first beginnings of sin. 
** If sinners entice thee, consent thou not.'' 
Check the first impure thought. Never smile at 
the unseemly jest, witty though it seem to be ; 
but looking up to Jesus for strength, ask Him to 
enable you to resist temptation, in whatever form 
it may come, He has promised you shall be more 
than conqueror; and He is faithful who has 
promised. 

Another idol is waste of time. 

How many of our dear children set up this idol ! 
They never think of the end for which they were 
bom, nor of a coming judgment ; but only try 
and kill precious time. Let us look at the case 
of one of our boys who worships this idol, and see 
how sad it is in its consequences. "We wiU look 
at him first as he sits in the week-day school. 
Let us try and picture him to our minds. There 
he sits in yonder class ; is he learning ? is ho 
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attentive? is his whole attention fixed? No; 
although the master is taking pains to inform his 
mind, to educate him, so that when he leaves his 
school he shall not go forth to the world as a 
dance; yet he pays no heed; he is restleBB^ 
fidgetty, careless; he leaves his school no wiser 
than he entered it, and he has added another sin 
to his listy for he has heen wasting precioiis time. 

Bat I have another of my young Mends who 
worships this idoL I have heen looking^ for him 
all oyer the school, but he is not there, I call 
upon his parents ; they say he ought to have be^ 
there, they sent him. Well, I cannot find him in 
the school, I must seek him elsewhere; I will 
take a walk ; I may perhaps meet him, for I fetur 
he has been playing the truant. 

I walk on, and at last I find him. He used to 
look up at me with a smiling fsuse ; but now he 
seems as though he would give anything not to 
see me. The truth comes out at last; he has 
been playing the truant — ^he has been wasting 
precious time. Sad fellow ! Oh, children, never 
waste your time by playing the truant ; you do 
not know how much good you lose ; you do not 
know how much evil you get by so doing. 

But some of our elder scholars are sa3ring, 
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'Well, I have left school, so your descriptions 
lo not apply to me." Let me see, then, if I have 
lot a word of caution for yow. Dear young friend, 
vill you mind my going with you, in imagination, 
nto your workshop and see you there ? and when 
here, may I ask you a question or two } Your 
smployer is out ; there is no one in the shop with 
''ou. Are you as diligent as if your employer was 
here, or are you wasting precious time ? Let me 
^k you also, when your work is done, and you 
;o home at night, and have an hour or two spare 
ime, how do you spend it ? What books do you 
ead ? What penny publications do you take in ? 
iVhat is the tone of your general conversation ? 
3o you improve the passing moments by culti- 
rating the mind, or by healthful recreation, or do 
Tou waste yowr precious time ? 

Again, let me ask you all about your Sunday. 
[ grieve to say that much precious time is wasted 
)n this holy day. Does any cluld here set up 
his idol on Sunday ? See if my description of a 
ilass in our Sunday school is right, and then let 
ne ask the question. 

I look into a class, and what do I see ? I see 
I teacher, with affection manifested on his very 
jountenance, and who, with all the earnestness 

B 
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he can command, and which the real: 
theme inspires, is urging upon yoi 
ceptance of gospel truths. If I were 
little closer into that class, I should fi.nd 
eem also marked upon that teacher's 1 
realizes somewhat of the responsibilii 
office; and if I were to foUow that teac 
home, I should, when night comes, see h 
ing in the retirement of his chamber and 
pleading with God that your soul ma; 
verted. Thus does he spend his preciou 

Bat what about the scholars ? I see 
perhaps, listening to the teacher's voiccj 
in the words of wisdom as they fall fron 
and grateftdly accepting a loving Savi« 
of mercy. But there are eight boys in 
what are the other six doing ? Oh, t 
brought their idols into their class! 
worshipping them, regardless of the d 
place. They are wasting precious ti: 
teacher speaks, but they heed him not 
nestly entreats, but he gets no atten 
them; they are too much engaged v 
idol ; they prefer wasting precious time. 

But they do not only waste it in tl 
room. Follow these youths as they 
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school-room this very afternoon, and what shall 
we see? 

Watch them as they are walking home, still 
wasting precious time. Thoughts not the puresty 
conversation not the most godly, engage their 
attention, and thus the golden hours of the blessed 
Sabbath pass away and bear their record in heaven 
against them of another Sabbath hat. 

Oh, children, what can I say to influence you 
to keep from this idol ? Do not waste a single 
moment of this precious day ! Love the precious 
moments of the Sabbath, moments precious be- 
yond description, precious as bringing with them 
thoi^hts of heaven and heavenly things. Would 
that they did not pass so quickly away ! Would 
that they did not come only one day in seven, 
but that it were always Sabbath ! It will soon 
be so. Let us each, then, try this very afternoon 
to realize some of the blessedness of this sacred 
day. " Let no vain thoughts disturb our breasts." 
Let God and heaven and heavenly joys, let Christ 
and His salvation be our themes ; and by these 
earthly Sabbaths may our souls be fltted and pre- 
pared to spend that eternal Sabbath in God's 
kingdom above, a Sabbath which shaU know no 
end. 

e2 
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But, my dear young friends, I shoul 
unfaithful teacher if I neglected to ta 
you are not able to destroy these id( 
help. You have not strength to keep 
from idols. Your hearts naturally pre 
ship and to love any object but God, an 
by God's good Spirit coming into y- 
casting down every idol that was ere 
and so making room for the Saviour 
idols can be destroyed. Oh ! plead the 
to give you His Holy Spirit, who sha] 
such views of the greatness of your sir 
are great,) and the greatness of the L 
willing to pardon them, that you sha] 
cast your idols to the moles and to th 
God shall henceforth reign and rul 
hearts, without a rivd, the Lord of ev 
there. 

Let us not sepsirate without one 
thought gathered from this interesting 

What a privilege is yours, my belove 
to-day, in having the opportunity put 
in sending missionaries to heathen cou: 
shall preach from this very text i 
children, saying ** Keep yourselves frc 
for idols are the only gods they kno\' 
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ship. How different our lot ! Kind and good is 
the Gk)d we worship ; great are the privileges we 
enjoy in this happy Christian land of ours ! But 
how different should we have been without the 
Bible. Oh, then, I ask you, will you enjoy this 
treasure, and be so selfish as to keep it to yourself? 
I feel persuaded you will not ; I hope I have only 
to ask you to show the value you set upon it by 
giving what you can afford, and that you will do 
it. What blessed results wHl take place when 
our children do thus act ! 

Let us then, one and all, teachers as weU as 
the taught, pray that God's kingdom may come 
indeed, that the heathen may no longer bow down 
to their idols of wood and stone ; let us also pray 
that the children of England may no longer wor- 
ship their idols (some of which I have spoken of to- 
day,) and then in God's own good time the end 
shall come, when 'Hhe kingdoms of this world 
shall become the kingdoms of our God and of his 
Christ ; and when He shall reign and rule for ever 
and ever. King of kings and Lord of lords." 

M{^y God hasten this time for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 
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THE HISTORY OF JOSEPH. 

Gen. xlv. 4. 
^^ I am Joseph your hr other J* 

Thebb is no history in the Bible, except that of 
the blessed Saviour, that gives us instruction firom 
so many points of view as does the history rf i 
Joseph. We have him presented to us in nearly 
every relationship of life. As a son, as a broth^» 
as a youth, as a man, as the trusty servant, the 
lowly arbiter, as one under authority, as one in 
authority, in adversity, and in prosperity, as iB 
the world and yet not of the world, as the godly 
young man, and as a type of Christ. And de^ 
iastruction is conveyed to us as we look at him 
from these several points of view. 

For instance, do we view him as a son ? We 
find him dutiful, affectionate, and respectful. 

Do we watch his conduct as a brother ? We 
Had him loving, unsuspicious, forbearing, and 
forgiving. 
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Do we notice how he discharges the daily duties 
of life? We find him carefol, diligent, and 
honourable. 

Do we look at him for an example as a godly 
young man ? We find him hating sin, running 
away from it, remembering that the eye of God is 
always upon him, and asking grace from Him to 
resist temptation. 

Do we view him as a type of Christ ? We find 
in his history much that is typical of that holy 
Being, although he, like all other types, must be 
imperfect, cuid can but very feebly represent to us 
Him who is the great Antitype — Him in whom 
all types were ended. 

In addressing you to-day I am about to sup- 
pose two things. One is, that you are well ac- 
quainted with the history ; sad the other is, that 
knowing it, you are interested in it. 

If there should be those here who are not ac- 
quainted with it, I will ask such to read it care- 
fully when they reach their homes this evening. 
You will, all of you, I am sure, easily imderstand 
that I shall be able to take but a glance at the 
history, to notice only the prominent parts of it, 
leaving you to fill in the outline ; for it is one so 
full of instruction that if I were to speak of eaclv 
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interesting particular connected with it, I must 
extend its consideration over several Sondayi. 
As it is, I must divide it into two, and shall hapd 
to enjoy the privilege of speaking to you upon it 
in a second address. 

I shall throughout endeavour not to loae sigbi 
of Joseph as a type of Christ, at the same time I 
shall desire not to fail in showing yon those paiti 
in the history of Joseph where the type fails. 

We will take up the history just as it is re- 
corded by the sacred historian, although we wiUt 
for your convenience, arrange our thoughts under 
eight principal heads ; four of which we will con- 
sider in our present address. 

I. We will first, then, look at Joseph as Tns 
Beloved Son. 

He is thus introduced to us in the 2nd verse of 
the 37th chapter: ''These are the generatums of 
Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was 
feeding the fiock with his brethren ; and the lad 
was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of 
Zilpah, his father's wives: and Joseph brou^t 
unto his father their evil report. Now Israel 
loved Joseph more than all his children, beoanae 
he was the son of his old age : and he made him 
a coat of many colours." 
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He was the son of Jacob's old age, the beloved 
of his father, and of that love he appears to have 
been worthy, for he gave early indications of a 
converted heart. He was no fit companion for 
his brethren, except to serve as a check upon their 
evil practices. The father loved him, he deserved 
to be loved ; but this love was shown in an un- 
wise manner, the father ''made him a coat of 
many colours." This over-fondness of Jacob must 
have been a great snare to Joseph ; and although 
we do not read, and have no reason for believing 
that it made Joseph proud and self-satisfied, it 
must nevertheless have tried him very much, and 
endangered his humility. If I am speaking to any 
dear child to-day who is similarly placed, whose 
parents are over-fond of such child, to the neglect 
of other brothers or sisters, let me earnestly point 
you to the history of Joseph, and beg you not to 
think more highly of yourself than you ought to 
think, but to remember that whatever you may 
possess in dispositions or in manners that may 
render you the object of such love, you owe it all 
to God, and whatever advances you may have 
made in the religious life, whilst your brothers or 
sisters may have yet scarcely begun to tread its 
difficult pathway, you owe it not to your own 
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wisdom or strength, but to Gk>d's, and may 
ever be led to say, with as much gratitude aa 
Paul said, '' By the grace of God I am what I a 
I should Hke, my dear young Mends, to d 
a comparison £rom this, but I feel at i^e ^ 
outset our type fjEtils when we try to dra^ 
parallel between the love of Jacob to Joseph, 
that pf God the Eather towards Jesus Christ. 
it is that Jacob loved his son Joseph with all 
love and tenderness of which his nature 
capable ; but, oh ! how very feebly can it re 
sent to us the love of God the Father for His \ 
What comparison can there be between the t 
The love of the one is as feur superior to the o 
as is the shining of the glorious sun at noom 
to the smallest of the stars that shine at ni 
The love of Gk)d the Father was an everlas 
love. He loved Jesus from the beginning, 
was a perfect love, no imperfection in it, an 
abatement. It is eternal, £rom everlasting 
everlasting. I want you to think more of 
love to God towards Jesus. It will help yo 
value more the precious gift in sending that 
to die for you. He was His only begotten I 
He was his beloved Son. And Jesus was wg 
of such love. 
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Did Joseph merit the love of Jacob? In a 
tax higher sense did Jesus claim and enjoy His 
Father's love. Jbsus, then, not Joseph, shall be 
my theme ; and whilst I go through the history I 
shiall hope, with God's good Spirit's assistance, to 
show you that a greater than Joseph is here. 

II. We look at Joseph in another relation of 
life, yiz., as The Hated Bbothee. 

This painful iaioi is taught to us in the 4th verse 
of the d7th chapter. '' And when his brethren 
saw that their fath^ loved him more than all his 
brethren, they hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably unto him." Joseph was not the first 
brother that had been hated. We must go back 
to Abel. He was the first of a long line of hated 
brothers, which has reached down to our time; 
for there are hated brothers now. 

But why did the brethren hate Joseph ? Be- 
cause he was holy. 

There were other circumstances however which 
increased their hate, and of which we must here 
take notice. You will recollect Joseph had two 
dreams, in which his own superiority was foretold, 
and which naturally excited jealousy and envy in 
the breasts of such ungodly men as Joseph's 
brethren were. 
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Now some have supposed that this relation of 
his dreams to his hrethren arose from pride and 
vanity on the part of Joseph, but I cannot think 
so. I think with one who has written most powff- 
fully upon this subject,* that it is as if he had said, 
" You hate me now, my brethren, but Ghxl haUi 
showed me that I shall be your lord and master, and 
then you will not hate me, but will seek and entreat 
my favour. Now you cannot speak to me without 
bitterness; but then you shall bow your necks 
and hearts. Submission, love, and gratitude shall 
then take possession of your souls. And if this 
shall certainly be the case then — and it shall, 
since Q-od Himself has told me so — why cannot 
we be friends now. Oh ! then, put away, I en- 
treat you, your bitterness and ill-will at once. 
Be kind also to me, even now. Begin now." 

But had it this effect ? No; their countenances 
fell, and we read (and what a sad picture it is to 
look upon,) ** they hated him yet the more for his 
dreams, and for his words." 

Yes, dear young friends, it is a sad piotore; 
and not only is it true of Joseph's brethren, but is 
equally true of all times. The Lord's people 
have always been a hated people, so much so 

* "Joseph and Jesus," by the Rev. William Lincoln. 
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that Jesus has sanctioned our using it as one test 
whether we are His or not. For He says that if 
■we are of the world, the world will love us ; but 
if we are His, the world will hate us, John xv, 19. 
But I ask, with reverence, is Joseph as the hated 
brother, no type of Jesus ? Did not the fiercest 
hate centre in hate to Him, so that He who ** was 
fairer than the children of men," was hated 
with an intensity of hate never shown to any 
other. Nor has this hatred ceased in the present 
day. You and I, dear children, cannot say we 
have always been strangers to this feeling, either 
as regards our hatred to our brethren in the world 
or to Jesus, who is willing that we should be ac- 
counted as His brethren. 

"When a school-fellow, nay, even when a brother 
or sister excels you — takes your place — receives 
commendation, and is advanced before you, what 
risings of envy and jealousy are there within your 
breast at once. You would be ashamed to confess 
what the Searcher of hearts sees. At the time 
you really hate them ; and if you were to die with 
this temper, do you think you would go to heaven 
with such a disposition as that ? Heaven would 
be no heaven for you, if God would even suffer 
you to enter there with such an evil heart; but 

p 
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you never will reach heaven until your heart, 
which is hy nature evil, has been changed by 
Gk)d's good Spirit, and made a soft, a tender, and 
a loving heart. Oh, then, pray that you may 
have this changed heart, without which you cannot 
enter heaven. 

We shall speak more of this hatred to God 
when we consider our fourth head ; but we will 
advance step by step, and notice — 

in. Joseph's Search for the B&bthbxn. 

It is most interesting to read of it, and I will aik 
you to give it your prayerful consideration when 
you reach your homes. It is contained in the 
12th to the 18th verses of the 37th chapter. 

It has thus been touchingly remarked upon, 
'' He is sent by his father in search for the bretiuen 
who have wandered far away from their fkther^ 
house. Joseph, unsuspicious and affectionat 
seeks them out. The youth departs at his fa£ba 
biddiog ; he quickly passes on his way ; he b 
not kissed his fccther more fondly before he k 
Why should he ? He thought he should s 
return. Little did he then know that tr 
eleven summers were ordained to pass over 
ere he should again see his parent ; yet so it ¥ 
But of this we shall speak hereafter. 
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At length he arrives at Shechem. He sees his 
brethren at a distance. He nears them. They 
see him, but they do not come to meet him. They 
whisper as he approaches. Soon he is upon them. 
He greets them with affection. They are amazed 
at his confiding love. Some of them begin to 
relent as they see his affectionate interest in them. 
The plots they had hastily formed to take from him 
his life are nearly abandoned as they observe his 
kindness towards them. It will require fresh 
resolution to drive away those emotions of pity 
which begin to steal over their breasts. In fact, 
the heart of the eldest of them has already melted. 
He conceives a plan to save the young man's life. 
Such is an outline of the search of Joseph for his 
brethren, and the reception he met with. Is he 
no type of Christ here ? I think he is. The 
yearning affection of Joseph towards his absent 
brethren, as well as that cheerftil obedience to his 
father's will, which had lent wings to his feet and 
life to his soul, which had enabled him bravely 
to face, and boldly to overcome, all the difficulties 
in his path, may well lead us to admire the 
wondrous grace of God, which could thus render 
a poor sinner, such as Joseph was, a type, in these 
points, of our adorable Jesus, who came in search 

f2 
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of His hating brethren in this far-off wo 
my dear young Mends, think, and often 
the love of our heavenly Father, in sei 
only begotten Son into this wilderness ^ 
then think of the love of the dear Savic 
world, in leaving the bosom of His Fa 
worship of adoring angels, the throne of I 
and taking our nature, and being ma 
things like imto us. Oh! why did J\ 
love us ? It is beyond aU creature-love, 
love was indeed great when he went so £ 
the brethren ; but the .love of Jesus, h 
greater! JS^otice one important diffei 
tween the two. 

Joseph knew not what awaited him 
expected a kind reception; certainly hi 
expect to be sold as a slave; but ou 
Saviour came expecting to be sold; cam< 
pose to be sold and to die to save the 
Oh, that we could each of us (yes, 3 
teachers and myself as well as you) rea 
of the extent of this amazing love ; thai 
more ready to believe and gratefully to 
ledge the comforting truth, that God lo 
much as he loves Jesus Christ, and tl 
Christ loves us as much as the Father lo 
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John XY. 9. How great that love must be! 
Love that could lead Jesus to undertake so im- 
mense a journey in search of us ! To leave such 
glory for such humility! To come from the 
Father's bosom to Bethlehem's manger ; from the 
hallelujahs of heaven to the rough usage He met 
with on earth ; frx)m that place where all is purity, 
and hoUnesSy and love, to this sinful world, '* this 
wilderness afar off/' where so few heavenly flowers 
bloom, where is so much sin and woe. I repeat 
the question — ^Why did Jesus love us ? love us so 
vastly, so freely ? This question will perhaps be 
seen to be more important if we pass on to our 
fourth head and notice-^ 

IV. The Bkbthbeh's Tbeatment. 

You remember how they conspired to take his 
life. How this desire yielded to their love of 
gain, when they were content to sell him to some 
Egyptians who passed by that way. The bargain 
was soon concluded, and Joseph was sold as a 
slave. We must remember that it was their own 
brother whom they sold ; the son of Israel's old 
age, their only parent's darling. It was to perfect 
strangers they sold him, under the full expectation 
that they should never see him again. 

But a difficulty arose as to what excuse 

f3 
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they should make to the aged father. Thef 
practise a cheat. The many-coloured coat, that 
coat that the father had so unwisely made, was 
dipped in blood, they feign a story of their 
brother's coat having been found in that condition. 
The father recognizes the coat to be that of his 
favorite ; the cheat succeeds ; he concludes he has 
been torn to pieces by wild beasts, and ** he rent 
his clothes and mourned for his son many days." 
Dear children, do you shudder at such cruelty? 
Let me tell you greater cruelty than this has been 
practised towards our heavenly Eather, concerning 
his dearly beloved Son our Saviour. Jesus, who 
is infinitely worthier of our love than Joseph evor 
was or could have been of the love of his brethren, 
has received insults far more revolting, treatment 
far more ungrateful than ever Joseph did. Need 
I go as far back as to the time when he trod this 
earth, and tell you of the hypocrisy of Judas, the 
denial of Peter, the cruel behaviour of some, the 
neglect of all, to prove Jesus had to undergo more 
unkindness and cruelty from his brethren than 
Joseph ever received from his ? I think not. If 
we know anything of our own hearts, we shall 
find that we are verily guilty in this matter ; that 
oftentimes 3'ou and I have behaved as cruelly to 
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Jesus as ever Peter did. Oftentimes has our 
cheek blushed at the mention of His name. We 
have been enemies of the Saviour. Let us there- 
fore, as we read of their ingratitude, think of our 
own, and be silent, penitential, and heart-broken ; 
and whibt we humble ourselves at our ingratitude, 
let us learn to adore Him for the vastness of His 
pardoning love that should lead Him so to sacrifice 
Himself for our redemption, as that whilst we 
were yet sinners, hating Him, He, Christ, should 
die for us. 

And here we must pause for to-day. I shall 
hope to address you again, and to speak of Joseph 
further as a type of our blessed Saviour. "We 
shall then see him from four points of view. 
Joseph tempted — ^Joseph exalted — Joseph as the 
saviour of the brethren — and then the happy meet- 
ing that took place between them. I will only 
occupy you for one moment or two longer, to put 
before you in a few words what you have learnt 
to-day. You have been taught that Jesus is the 
beloved Son of God ; {hat He came into this world 
in search for lost sinners, to bring them back to 
the embraces of His Father's love. I have shown 
you how emphatically he was the hated brother, 
how cruelly he was treated. You have learnt. 
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toO; the humbling truth that you have d 
part in crucifying this Saviour. Can I 
this address, then, better than by eam< 
treating you to fall low on your knees be 
when you reach your homes, and beset 
for the sake of this Jesus whom you have \ 
treated, to forgive you all your sins, to 
his holy Spirit, to take from you your 
selfish heart, and to give you in exchang 
heart full of love to Him — a warm heart- 
of flesh. Thus may God make us asham 
onkindness to Him, and may He make ui 
in proclaiming that sweet name which, 
every name — that name in which is treai 
every hope, our every joy, both for time 
for eternity. 
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Gew. ilv. 4. 
/ am Joseph, yowr hr other, ^^ 
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I PBOCEED with the history of Joseph, and shall 
again, for your help, arrange our thoughts under 
four distinct heads. 

I. Our fifth head, or the first to-day, will be 
Joseph tempted. He was sold to " Potiphar, an 
officer of Pharaoh, and captain of the guard ; " 
and the sacred historian adds these important 
words, " And the Lord was with Joseph, and he 
was a prosperous man." I wish you to notice 
this ; for perhaps some attentive child is ready to 
say, "Yes, but I thought you were going to speak 
of Joseph's temptation f trial, and false imprison- 
ment , not of his prosperity." So I am, my deai 
young Mend, but I wish to show you that it wat 
at the very time when he was prosperous, and 
when everything seemed to be gomg smoothly 
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with him, that God permitted temptation to a 
him, aad all this trouhle, of which I shall 
speak, to overtake him. At the very time ^ 
we read that Joseph was made overseer of all 
house — ^when his master was bo well pleased i 
him that he left everything in his hands, " so 
he knew not ought that he had, save the h; 
that he did eat " — I say at this very time, ^ 
Joseph seemed to have all that could be wii 
for or desired, trial comes, 

Now why was this ? Although no state of 
is exempt from its peculiar snares, although 
path to glory is thickly beset with enemies 
that you can never lay down your armour i 
you lay down your life, still there will be 9pi 
seasons of trial for special purposes. So W8 
with Joseph. He had much yet to learn, he 
many advances yet to make in the religious 
His religious principle, must be deepened, 
parent's love, his pleasant home, his inno« 
amusements still occupy an undue place in 
mind. He must have trial. 

What, then, was his peculiar trial ? He 
tempted by a wicked woman to commit a g 
sin. There was every chance of concealment^ 
temptation was presented day after day. 
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How did he act? Did he yield, or did he 
resist ? He resisted. His pure mind was shocked 
at the first approaches of sin. He dare not stop 
to argue. He runs away from it. He felt if he 
trusted to himself he should fall ; so, with up- 
lifted eyes, and prayerful heart, he exclaims, "How 
can I do this great wickedness and sin against 
God?" 

There is more meaning in these few words than 
at first meets the eye. Not only was it an excla- 
mation, it was an appeal to Gbd for help. It gives 
UB a deep insight into the workings of his heart. 
It shows us the depth of his love to God ; that his 
resistance to sin was from Scriptural motives, not 
because his sin would probably be detected — not 
because God would punish sin, but because he 
loved Gk)d, and would not do anything to displease 
Him. It was not so much fear of, as love to God 
that influenced him. 

Now, dear children, I pause to ask whether 
you do not love Joseph for his firm resistance to 
sin? and whether you will not, when you are 
tempted, look up, as Joseph did, to God for 
strength to resist ? Oh ! children, resist the he- 
gimnings of sin, and not only do not yield to sin, but 
do not lead others into sin. EVdet ^k^c^^sx^.^'vJcos^ 
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of this, and never soil the comparatiyely pvue 
mind of your younger companions by the slightest 
familiarity with sin, either in deed or word. 
Shun sin as you would a serpent, and fortii^ 
yourselves against it by continual prayer to Gk)d, 
who will give you grace to resist ; and choose f»r 
your companions the godly and the religious, re- 
solving with holy David, "I wiU not know a 
wicked person." 

But the history of Joseph at this part gives ns 
a most instructive caution. Do not imagine that 
when you have been able to resist, that therefore 
your trial is sure to end. l^o, he is treated as 
though he had committed sin, and is thrown into 
prison because he did not yield to temptation. 
This, perhaps, was the sorest part of Joseph's 
trial, and if it were thus with you, perhaps you 
would feel it so too. 

Does this move you? does the tear stand in 
your eye at the recital of this sad tale of woe ? 
and do they flow faster as you look at Joseph in- 
prison, and remember that if he had been guilty he 
had most probably not been there, but because he 
IB innocent, therefore he is there? Oh! reserve 
those tears, whilst I tell you the story of **the 
Man of Sorrows." 
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And, as you listen, picture to your minds One, 
** who did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth," being tempted with a far more grievous 
temptation than ever Joseph was called upon to 
undergo. His whole life was one continued 
temptation and trial. Provoked, insulted, mocked, 
denied, betrayed, crucified; and all this suffering 
at the hands of those whom He came to save, and 
for whom He gave His life as a ransom; He 
was buffetted of Satan; exposed to all the 
malignity of that enemy of God and man ; forty 
days and forty nights subject to temptation such 
as you and I shall never be called to bear. Weep 
now if you will at the Saviour's trials as you hear 
Him exclaim, "Is it nothing to you, all ye that 
pass by ? Look and see if there ever was sorrow 
like unto my sorrow." 

But to return to the history of Joseph. He is 
now a prisoner in a lonely cell — an innocent 
sufferer. Poor Joseph ! "How thy heart must 
have sunk within thee when day after day, and 
week after week, nothing disturbed the silence of 
thy prison save the solitary attendant, who once 
every day brought thee thy bread and water, or 
the clanking of the prison chains about thy feet. 
But thy Gk)d is with thee, Josep\i. "Vfc*^ *^iwbi^ 
thou^lz^ cheer thee — ^ 
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" Behind a firowning providenoe. 
He hides a smiling finoe." 

And He it is who enables thee to maintain thy 
confidence in Him. Thou art learning heavenlj 
lessons in thy prison. Heavenly messengen an 
thy constant visitors, yea, God Himself is thy con* 
stant gnest. Thou believest that there is no 
chance work even in this, and thou art now kan- 
ing that which thou shalt afiberwards espress to 
thy brethren — ''It was not you that sent me 
hither, but God." Even here, too, in his daikest 
hour of trial, his piety gleams forth like a ray of 
sunshine. So great was the confidence reposed in 
him, that the keeper of the prison conimitted to 
Joseph's care all the prisoners that were in titf 
prison, amongst whom were the chief butler and 
the chief baker, '' and the Lord was with hiiB» 
and whatsoever he did He caused it to prosper.'* 

n. We shall now see Joseph bxaltbd. 

God is very good to us. He never tries ov 
faith too severely, and ofben, when we think i 
our ignorance that He has forsaken us, help conv 
So it was with Joseph. God had been near 
him through all his trouble. Joseph shall 
serve God for nought. God's watchful eye 
followed him, and seen his patience, his piety, hi* 
signation in trial, and no^\ie ^^^aa.'^^i'Vxik&^Efc^ 
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Ajid how was this to he hrought ahout ? In a 
very remarkahle maimer. You recollect the chief 
baker and the chief butler having each a dream, 
and Joseph interpreting it. How true that inter- 
pretation was ! I haye not time to speak of these 
dreams in detail, but must content myself by 
saying that Pharaoh also had a dream. Joseph's 
fEone reaches the ears of Pharaoh. Joseph is sent 
for ; he interprets them with the utmost humility. 
Pharaoh is struck with the wisdom with which 
Joseph spoke — ^is forced to acknowledge the God 
-to whom Joseph ascribed it all; and Joseph is 
selected as the ruler oyer all the land of Egypt, 
and all Egypt bows the knee before him ! What 
a change! Kow behold the once poor afflicted 
Joseph mling oyer all the land of Egypt. Hark 
to the sound of his chariot as it rolls through the 
length and breadth of the land ! His name is re- 
peated with feryour, ''from the rising to the 
setting of the sun." Does any one need anything ? 
** Qo to Joseph," is the reply. Is com needed ? 
''Go to Joseph," is the reply. 

I might say much more about Joseph, but I 
wish to speak of Him of whom Joseph is but a 
Heebie t3rpe— of Jesus and His exaltation. 

Yes, Jesus is exalted now. He hAe> «s&^\>l\^ 

g2 
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like a conqueror to take his seat at the right hand 
of his Father's throne. He is now *'the King of 
glory." 

" Lift up your heads, ye gates," burst forth the 
sweet Psalmist of Israel, in prophetic language, 
" and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the 
King of glory shall come in." The King of glory 
has gone in, and He is now in heaven exalted, 
triumphant, interceding for His people, leceiviiig 
gifts for men, and preparing a place for those thflt 
truly love Him. 

To this Jesus we can go in prayer. He wiB 
listen. He will supply. He wiU relieve. 

Our language to you then is not "Go to Joseph," 
but " Go to Jesus." Whatever you want He caa 
supply. Do you need pardon? "Go to Jesus," 
He will give it you. Do you wish to be holy? 
" Go to Jesus," He will make you so. Do you 
wish the Holy Spirit to come into your heart, and 
direct your thoughts, words, and deeds ? "Go to 
Jesus," and ask Him for the gift, and He will 
send his Holy Spirit into your heart, and He will 
sanctify you and make your thoughts and actions 
pure. Yes, then, in all your troubles, doubts, 
difficulties, temptations, go to Jesus. Ho will 
not, as Joseph was obliged to do, sell his fiivours, 
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but He will giyb tiiem fssely. He is exalted to 
distribute the fayonrs of heaven, '* without money 
and without price." 

m. We speak of Joseph as The Sayioub of 
THE Bbsthbek. 

This we must do very briefly. Although there 
was plenty of com in Egypt, it was not so with 
Joseph's brethren in the land of Canaan. The 
plentiful years have passed — the famine appro- 
aches. '' The granaries of Joseph are filled, but want 
stares Israers family in the face. A report reaches 
them that there is com in Egypt. This is soon 
confirmed by various persons who are returning 
with their camels heavily laden. 7%^ also set 
out. Ah! little do they know that they are 
bending their steps towards their ill-treated 
brother, towards their saviour from temporal dis- 
tress." Yet, so it was. 

Is not Joseph here a type of Christ ? Is not 
Jesus the Saviour of the brethren ? Is He not 
your Saviour ? And oh, what a Saviour He is ! 
How kind, how forgiving ! He bids you approach 
Him, stretching out his arms to receive you. He 
supplies all your wants, banishes all your 
fears, and crowns you with his loving-kindnesses 
and tender mercies. 

g3 
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Dear young Mends, do you know Jesi 
such a Saviour to you ? Have you ever 
want of such a Saviour ? Are your sini 
burden to you that you have no peace ? 
to Jesus and tell Him all you want and f 
He will be your Saviour. Address TTini 
best of names, ''Jesus." Ask Kim for 
heart, for new desires, new hopes, new fe 
He will hear your prayer, and will give y 
request, and wiU be your Saviour both 
and throughout eternity. 

IV. Lastly, we speak of The happy ] 
OF Joseph with the bbethben. Coming 
them, Joseph at length gratifies the long i 
ed desire of his heart. He falls upon his 
Benjamin's neck and weeps, and Benjami] 
upon his neck. Oh, happy, happy time! 
tears which he sheds over his brother are 
affection and joy. Joseph is happy now 
has Benjamin, and Benjamin is happy n 
he has found Joseph. Moreover, he kisset 
his brethren and weeps upon them. W 
them can now doubt whether Joseph has i 
them as each feels his warm embrace ? 
fears are quickly dispelled by his love. Tr 
had hated him, true they had sold him, bul 
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forgiven them, he loves them, and they (they 
cannot help it) love him in return. 

What strange feelings must have filled these 
brethren's hearts as they speak of their past un- 
kindness, trouhles, and trials. Joseph's account 
of God's decdings with him, too, would be full of 
interest; and if you and I reach heaven, one of 
the employments in that happier world will pro- 
bably be to narrate to our brethren, then gathered 
round the Father's throne, aU the difficulties and 
triab of the way through which the Lord has 
brought us to our home, and to express what we 
shall all feel, that we had not one too manj/, but 
that for all there was a " needs be." 

"Well; did Joseph love the brethren ? How much 
more does Jesus love us! He loves us now as 
much as ever He did, when He first undertook 
our ransom. "He longs to have us all with 
Himself, that we may be happy together. Not 
one, not the youngest, weakest believer, must be 
left out — all the brethren must be together. 
Brother Abel, brother Enoch, brother Abraham, 
brother David, brother Peter, brother Paul have 
arrived safe. Now they are with their elder 
Brother ; but we must be with Him too, for He 
loves us as much as He loved them. " 
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Yet He suffers us to remain here a littLe longec; 
that we may he the means of hringing in othen 
to the emhraces of His love. Here, then, is t 
useful thought. Think how influential JoBeph'i 
example must have heen, and learn to imitate 
him. ''God alwa3rB has had his witneeses and 
confessors in every age. A Joseph in Egypt; • 
Lot in Sodom ; an Ohadiah in the court of Ahab; 
a Naaman in Syria.'' One solitary flower when 
all the rest is wilderness. Will not you try to b9 
one of them ? Will you not also seek to heoome 
a home missionary, shedding around you tbt 
sweet fragrance of a holy life, and thus attractiog 
others, alluring others to follow in the same good 
path ? Oh ! if we could hut get such schdUn 
amongst us — some Josephs amongst us — ^I should 
not fear hut that our missionary work for tl 
heathen would he well done. Let us hope tb 
such may he the case. 

Such is the marvellous issue of the story 
Joseph. You have accompanied him in his g 
trials and difficulties; you have witnessed t 
glorious termination. I hope you have perce 
that a greater than Joseph has heen here, i 
knew what affliction was, hut He is now ei 
at the right hand of His Father. But do nc 
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He will now forget you. No, He is still the 
our of the world. To-day He offers you His 
ition; accept it with thankfcQ, grateful hearts, 
longs to make Himself known to you. Ho 
s to say to you, with saving power to your 
J, "I am Jesus your salvation." Oh ! dear 
Lg friends, open your hearts to receive Him. 
•eat the help of His Holy Spirit, that you may 

Him with all your soul, heart, mind, and 
Lgth. Seek to do his pleasure here, and He 

do for you all you need here, protect you, 
brt you, deUver you, direct you ; and when 
die He will take you to Himself, that where 
is you may be also, and you shall live with 
., and love Him, with all the saved family of 
en for ever. 



SEED-TIME AND HARVEST. 

Gen. ym. 22. 

'' Seed-time and harvest.** 

My DEAR TOUNG Fbiends, — ^we have to-day a voy 
short text, hut one of deepest interest to ns aB^ 
one which, used as an emhlem, links the mig^ 
future with the present, and connects the solenn 
realities of eternity with the deeds of time. Tei, 
*' seed-time and harvest," "now and then," whil 
little words they are ! how soon they are spoken! 
and yet an eternity of happiness or misery haogi 
upon their final issue. I think, when I speak 
thus solemnly, it will not he necessary that I 
should ask you for your hest attention, for the 
subject itself demands it. It so closely conceni 
your duties in the present seed-time of life, and 
your hope of enjoying a good harvest in the worid 
to come, that I cannot believe that yon can be 
careless or indifferent. 

I do hope you wiU listen to me, and I pny 
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d to grant that what may now be said may be 
good seed sown in honest and good hearts, and 
y be accompanied by the blessing of the Holy 
irit, causing it to spring up in many youthful 
irts to the praise and the glory of Gk>d*s name. 
[. Tke Sownre. We are going this afternoon 
Grod's Book of iN'ature for an illustration. It 
dl be a wheat-field that we select, and we will 
)pose the following things: — That the ground 
ready for sowing; that it is seed-time; that the 
ver ia sowing seed; that the seed he is sowing 
^ood seed (very small seed it is, but it is the 
ht seed;) and that he is sowing regularly, pa- 
ntly, and plentifully; and as we see him there 
ting into the ground those tiny but precious 
ins, which are to be the germs of the future 
Test, we inquire what are the feelings likely 
be present in his breast as he thus commits 
m to the bosom of the earth? and I think there 
1 be present these three — ^hope, anxiety, and 
lent waiting. We are thus already supplied 
h these several subjects of thought: — The 
rer — the ground — ^the seed — seed-time — and 
feelings of the sower at such a time. We 
1 speak of each of these as briefly as we can. 
L . The sower. In the parable of the so^q^e^: ^\i^ 
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the socd, as recorded by St. Matthew (chap, xiii.) 
wc are told that the sower of the good seed ii 
**the San of man" Jesus. "We have a Bible foil 
of the good seed He sowed so diligently when <m 
earth ; and now that He has gone to heaven, Hie 
graciously permits those who lore Him to be 
"fellow- workers together with Him," and to sow 
this precious seed of His. Your teachers are 
instruments in His hands to sow this heav^y 
grain, and, let me add, you may become sowen 
yourselves of this "incorruptible seed of the "Word 
of God." 

2. We speak of the Ground in which this seed 
is to be sown. This is the heart. Our hearts, 
like the soil, are capable of improvement and of 
bearing good jQruit. The soul is the proper place 
for the Word of God, the good seed, to dwell; 
but, alas! so unfavourable to the growth of good 
seed has it become, that it needs to be prepared, 
to be broken up, for it has become so hard, so 
flinty, that the seed can scarcely find an entrance 
into it. 

3. The seed. This is the Ward of Gal 
Here it is: your Bible. How small it is! 
So small, perhaps you think, that no harveet 
can be reaped from. it. Does the sower reason 
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thus about the smallness of the seed in things 
natural? Oh, no! nor should we when speak- 
ing of spiritual seed. I do believe that that 
little book, your Bible — that book which some of 
you prize so highly, and which some neglect so 
sadly — will be the means of saving a whole world. 
And what a mighty harvest will it be! "Re- 
ceive then with meekness the engrafted word, 
which is able to save your souls," believe its 
truths, reverence its pages, obey its precepts, feed 
upon its promises, and may your language ever 
be— 

" Safe in my heart, and closely hid, 
Thy word my treasure lies ; 
To succour me with timely aid, 
When sinful thoughts arise." 

If this be 80, then you will be most willing, most 
wishftil, to scatter a few grains of it amongst the 
perishing heathen abroad. 

4. But we must pass on to speak of the Seed- 
time, "WTien is this? The Scripture rule for 
sowing- time is this — "iw the morning sow thy 
seed." Childhood to youth is the morning of life. 
The present time, then, is the most favourable 
time fpr you, and I will give you a reason why it 
is. Now, the ground of your heart is not choked 
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up with weeds, those sinful passions which fl 
ready have shown themselves have not taken soc 
deep root in your heart as they will do if allo^ 
to remain. Open your heart, then, now to ti 
reception of the divine seed of the Word of God- 
now, before it becomes so choked up with so 
with cai'es or pleasures, as to leave no place fi 
the entrance of God's good seed. 

Believe me when I say that some seed is beii 
sown in your heart every day, either good or Iw 
Oh, take care that it is good seed. I woidd pre 
this thought upon you very earnestly, that tha 
will be consequences to everything you now dfl 
every word you now utter, every thought yc 
now think, will have its consequence. You a 
now sowing for eternity. What are you sowin 
Hear God's own Word upon it in Gal. vi. 7, 8 
*' Be not deceived ; God is not mocked : for wl 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also r 
For he that soweth to his Jleshy shall of the 
reap corruption : but he that soweth to the S^ 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.^^ 
children, to which are you sowing ? to the 
or to the Spirit ? Think much of this. 

5. "We have used our illustration thus fe 
now follow it BtlU more closely, and cc 
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inquire what are the Feelings that are likely to 
be present in the Christian sower's breast as he 
thus casts the precious seed on the ground of 
human hearts. 

(1.) I think, like the natural sower, this seed- 
tune will be a season of JSope ; yes, much hope. 
Let us take the case of your teacher first, and see 
if this be not so. Remember that your class is, 
as it were, a little corner of the field; your 
teacher has been sowing seed, good seed, in your 
heart, and is now looking forward with bright and 
cheering hope to the time when his or her class 
shall yield a rich harvest of souls. Do you ever 
think of this? Tell me, have you not some- 
times seen, when perhaps you have asked some 
question of your teacher which has shown you 
were interested in the instruction you were re- 
ceiving, how her whole face has kindled with joy, 
as though you had done some great act of kind- 
ness for her? and perhaps you have wondered 
why it was, for your childish heart could not 
understand it. I will tell you why it was. It 
was because your attention to, and interest in, 
the instructions given, gave your teacher hope 
that the good seed she had so carefully been 
sowing was already beginning to bwi«>t. \}Mtvs>cv.^ 

h2 
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the ground of your heart, and, like t 
wheat, appear above the surface. But € 
out such indications the Christian sow 
ll and we ought to hope more than we 

'■j must never lose sight of hope, that " 

I the soul," that star which shines so h 

g cheer and gladden us in this dark woi 

ill Christian teachers, then, I would say— 

|i' and be of good cheer. Here is God's ow 

pi to you — "He that goeth forth and 

bearing precious seed, shall doubtless cc 
I with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves w 

J Doubtless/ — thank God for that preci 

forting, assuring word, and hope to the 
(2.) This sowing- time will also be t 
much Anxiety, When the natural so we 
wheat into the ground, he cannot do s 
Ij feeling anxious, for though he may fe< 

that it is good seed that he has sown, ai 
has not sown it sparingly, yet he remen 
it requires something more than that 
should be good, and sown at the proper 
\ i| sown plentifully, in order to reap a good 

He knows that there still wants the : 
showers to make it grow ; there wants 
sun to ripen it, so that it shall wave t< 
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Like a sea of gold ; and this thought makes him 
Etnxioas. 

I asked you just now if you had ever seen joy 
la your teacher's countenance; I now ask you 
with more certainty as to the reply — Have you 
never seen your teacher anxious? You call to 
inind immediately those earnest, thoughtful looks 
>f your teacher; you remember how often he 
)leads with you, how earnestly he looks at you. 
Why is this ? It is because he is anxious about 
^ou, about your soul's best interests. He knows 
Satan is watching to snatch the- good seed out of 
^our hearts, that he is doing his best to scatter tares 
imongst the wheat just sown, so as to choke it, 
md prevent its bringing forth its fruit. He is 
mxious that the dews of God's Holy Spirit should 
lescend; that the glorious sun of righteousness 
should shine upon your heart ; and until he sees 
Jiis he is anxious. 

(3.) This sowing-time is one of Patience. The 
iHhristian sower must wait. He desires to remem- 
)er that the promise is, " i» due season ye shall 
•eap," and that God has written, " In your 
patience possess ye your souls." And although 
perhaps he looks into his class in the Sunday- 
school, and cannot point to on© ^\i^ ^\n^"^ '^nxv^ 

h3 
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sign of spiritual life, yet he will not despair. He 
desires to "let patience have her perfect work," 
and he continues his sowing. He learns a lesson 
from the natural sower ; he knows that he does 
not sow seed to-day, and expect to reap a fall 
harvest to-morrow; and he is reminded by it that 
it must be so in things spiritual. The work of 
religion is gradual. Heaven's rule is, " first the 
blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the 
ear ; " and he does not expect that his class will 
become wise and good all at once. This your 
teacher does, however, look for and expect — that 
you give evidence that you are spiritually aHve, 
and that you are groioing in grace, that you are 
ripening, although not yet ripe. What evidences 
are you giving this afternoon? I leave this 
thought for you to take away with you, and to 
try and answer to your own conscience, as before 
God, when you reach your homes. 

II. The Harvest. What a glorious theme it 
is, and what poor feeble powers have I to bring 
to bear upon it ! Harvest ! of what ? Precious, 
priceless, immortal souls ! Harvest, how it speaks 
of plenty, rest, reward, of fears banished, hopes 
realized, joys begun. To the Christian, one word 
oxpreases it all — Heaven. 



SEED-TIHE AND HAEVE8T. 79 

Harvest! What harvest will there be from 
this school ? Will the teachers of this school be 
able to present themselves before the throne at the 
last day, together with you, the children of their 
classes, and to say to Jesus, " Behold, I and the 
children whom Thou gavest me — of them whom 
Thou gavest me have I lost nonef^' What a 
noble sheaf-offering would that be ! Will you not 
pray that it may be so ? Do these touching words 
find any echo in your hearts now as Sunday 
scholars ? — 

" Here willing hands, the seed of life 
Scatter mth prayerful toil; 
Oh ! may it find in all our hearts 
A rich and firuitfiil soil. 

Lord ! we will prize our Sunday school, 

Our friendly teacher's love, 
And pray that they and we may meet 

A happy band above." 

But we use our illustration still further. Per- 
haps some of you, who have been in the country 
at harvest-time, have heard them speak of their 
harvest-home. When the harvest has been plenti- 
ful, and when the last load has been carried, the 
last sheaf garnered, the master meets his labourers, 
those who have worked for him and with hira, 
and they celebrate the joyous eveut. ^\\3c^ ^ ^^-i^ss^ 
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and a grand rejoicing. It is, I believe, an in- 
teresting sight to witness ; bnt oh ! what can bo 
compared to that harvest gathering which shall 
take place aronnd heaven's throne, when those 
angelic reapers shall have gathered into God's 
treasure-house the last sheaf of GK>d's wheat, aad 
when those rejoicings shall begin which shull 
know no end. What rapture will then be felt by 
those who are safe in Christ, not bound as tares, 
in bundles, to be burned, but as sheaves, fit for 
the granary of heaveo ! WUl you, dear child, be 
among that happy number? will you? will you? 
Do not forget that there is such a thing as a bad 
harvest — no harvest-home then ! Let me then 
spend the few moments remaining in consider- 
ing three of the causes that prevent there being 
a good harvest. My fondest wish for you eac) 
is, that you may reap a good harvest, that t 
each of us may be administered in heaven t 
abundant entrance and a full reward. But tl 
can never be without the blessing of God. List* 
then, whilst I briefly put before you three prir 
pal causes of the failure in the harvest. 

1. The want of fektilizing rains. Thei 
no life, no progress, no growth without the she 
irom heaven. But let the gentle rains fall, an 
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springs the tender wheat, looking green, healthy, 
and promising well. So if we would show life, 
progress, growth, we need the showers of God's 
Holy Spirit. How are we to get them ? By 
prayer. Let us each lift up our hearts evermore 
in prayer to this blessed Spirit, that He may 
favour us with the enriching, fertilizing showers 
of His sacred influences, and enable us to bring 
forth His own precious fruits. Let us think more 
of the love of the Spirit ; think not so much of 
His power as of His love. "Remembering, that 
"He waits to be gracious," He longs to rain 
down upon us His choicest gifts. Only pray for 
them, and He will not withhold them for a single 
moment. Try it, dear young friends, when you 
say your prayers to-night, and you will find this 
true. 

2. A second cause of failure in the harvest is 

THE WANT OP A WA RM SUN TO BIPEN IT. 

How useful the sun is! There's no harvest 
without it ! The pretty flowers unfold their tiny 
buds to meet its warm beams, and the fields of 
wheat ripen under its powerful rays. Now, just 
as the wheat requires the heat of the natural sun 
to bring its fruit to perfection, so does the Christian 
need the warm rays of Jesue, tha.t. "^m^ ^i 



82 SEED-TIME AND HULTBST. 

Ilighteousness/' to beam upon hiiOy for our hearts 
are so cold that nothmg can warm them but the 
love of Jesus. It is His love which softens and 
melts our hearts. He tells us by His gospel, how 
He left His bright throne of glory in heaven, and 
came into our world ; was poor, despised, and re- 
jected whilst He was here ; and how He died tst 
us because He loved us. If we belieye this, we 
cannot help loving Him in return. This love will 
ever be increasing in us. Dear young friends, I 
beseech you unfold your soft and tender affectiou 
to the warmth and gentle influence of His Love. 
Look to Jesus, and you will grow like Him ; yea 
will catch His Spirit, you will follow His holy 
teaching, you will imitate His example, growing 
daily more and more like unto Him, until He 
shall see fit to gather you to Himself, that yoo 
may love Him and live with Him for ever. 

3. Another failure in the harvest is caused b 
BLIGHT. Oftentimes it is the distress and disa 
pointment of the sower to see his best hopes 
disappear before the time of harvest, by find' 
that a blight has passed over his crop wl 
promised so fair, and that, which might have 1 
a rich harvest has become blackened, pare 
and useless, by the blight. Dear young friends 
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d neglect of the means of grace that God 
ciously provided for us will act as a blight 
)ur sonL Neglect of public worship in the 
ry, neglect of prayer, neglect of prayerful 
f the Scriptures will act as a blight. How 
i a prayerless, Christless soul becomes! 
larren and unfruitful! The blight that 
the wheat is very small, can scarcely be 
1 by the naked eye, yet there it is, and its 
lences are fatal. So it may be with some 
Some one besetting sin may be eating like 
r-worm into all our spirituality of mind, 
do not grow or ripen, nor ever shall we, 
7e make the one firm resolve, seeking 
1 from above, that, however painful it may 
and our sin must separate. Bad com- 
, too, how they blight the soul ; also bad 
)ad words, bad thoughts, bad deeds. Oh ! 
1 not pray against the withering influences 
things as these ? Pray that God the Holy 
may descend upon you, refresh you with 
3et influences; that Jesus, the *'8un of 
lusness," may shine upon and into your 
and make you ripe for heaven, so that 
[eath shall put in his sickle, you shall be 
look up to God as your ¥atl\ec> ^ ^^<;s^^ 
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as your Saviour, and to God the Holy Ghost as 
your gracious Instructor and Sanctifier. 

I had hoped to have had time to show you how 
beautifully St. Paul uses the illustration we have 
been considering, viz., the grain of wheat sown 
and springing up, as an emblem of the resurrection 
of the body. It would have comforted and re- 
assured the hearts of some, perhaps, who have 
lost a little brother or sister, to hear that as the 
grain of wheat is put into the ground, and dies, 
and corrupts, and yet is quickened again, and 
springs forth in all the beauty of »a golden harvest, so 
shall the bodies of those they loved, if they died in 
the Lord, in like manner rise again from the grave, 
glorious, strong, and to die no more. But I must 
not venture upon it now. I will only refer you to 
the passage, that you may read it for yourselves. 
You will find it in 1 Cor. xv. 35 — 38. And I only 
add, to any who have lost a brother, and are 
mourning their loss — ^Be of good comfort, " thy 
brother shall rise again.'' It is a cheering lesson 
taught us by the grain of wheat in God's Book 
of Nature, and by the Bible, God's Book of Ee- 
velation. Let us all seek grace so to live here, 
daily growing in ripeness for heaven, so that when 
we are fully ripe the sickle shall be put in, and 
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somed spirits may take their flight to that 
Saviour who has been our guide through 
r almighty support at the hour of death, 
10 will be our everlasting portion through- 
mity. 



THE PALM-TREE AND ITS LESSONS. 

Psalm xcn. 12. 
" The righteous shall flourish like t?ie palm-tree.** 

"The palm-tree?" perhaps some dear child says, 
"why like the palm-tree ? What is there peculiar 
about that, that the righteous should be compared 
to it?" Now, my dear young Mends, it is my 
wish to-day to answer this question, and to en- 
courage you to seek to become planted as young 
palra-trees " in the house of the Lord," so that 
you may ** flourish in the courts of our God." 

But before I do this, I must explain to you one 
word that occurs in our text, a most important 
word it is, but one about which so many make • 
a very great, and often fatal, mistake. What is 
the word ? Tt is the word *' righteous** Let me 
be very clear ; we have no righteousness of our 
own. Scripture is very plain upon this subject. 
^* We have all sinned and come short of the glory 
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of God."* "There is none that doeth good, no 
not one."t There never has been one, except the 
holy spotless Jesus, who has trodden this earth, 
who was righteous and sinned not ; and yet we 
must be accounted righteous in the sight of God 
before we can ever go to heaven. 

How is this to be brought about? There is 
nothing that we can do to merit heaven, therefore 
we must not trust to that, or we shall find our- 
selves lost for ever. 

How then can we be accounted righteous in 
the sight of God ? Most important question ! God 
has given us his holy laws, we have broken them, 
how can we hope that He will look upon us as 
righteous?" Listen to the answer, **By having 
Christ's righteousness imputed to us." Yes, dear 
children, here is the " good news " for you. Christ 
has fulfilled the law for us, thaf law which we have 
80 often broken. ** He has borne our sins in his 
own body on the tree." He has become "the 
Lord our righteousness," and it is by having His 
righteousness imputed to us that we shall be 
esteemed righteous in the sight of God. 

Seek then, dearly beloved, to have an interest 
in the death of Christ ; seek it by earnest prayer 

* Rom. iii. 23. + Psalm ^\n . a. 

i2 
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to God to give you his Holy Spirit, who sha 
sprinkle your souls with Jesus' blood, and clotl 
you with the spotless robe of the Redeemer 
righteousness. 

This is what is meant by the righteous beiii 
" planted " in the house of the Lord — to teach i 
we do not grow so naturally ; and it is of tho( 
who are accounted "righteous," that we are to! 
they " shall flourish like the palm-tree." 

"We proceed, then, to inquire what are tl 
peculiarities of the palm-tree. The first I sha 
mention is — That the palm-tree flotteishes i 

A BAEBEN SOIL. 

Have you ever thought about the palm-tree 
It is a noble, stately tree. Where shall we 63 
pect to find it ? Shall we go into the cultivate 
garden of the rich man, where the fragrant rosi 
or the sweet-scented lily is to be found ? We ai 
not likely to find it there. Shall we go into thoi 
extensive forests, planted so thickly with tree 
sheltering and protecting one another ? No ; ^ 
shall not find it there. 

Where then shall we go ? We will go into oi 
of those mighty deserts, barren wastes of sant 
where everything is dried and withered, whe] 
the feet would be so blistered with the scorcbii 
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that to walk would be impossible ; but where 
Las provided for us the camel, who carries us 
I friendly back, with his soft and pliant feet. 
)umey on, the sun is pouring forth its beams 
[it upon the s^ndy desert, its surface soon is 
and parched, we are soon hot, tired, thirsty, 
ook abroad for shelter, we seek for water, 
rhat would we not give for shelter from the 
and a cooling draught of water to quench 
[lirst! 

) see something in the distance, it may 
y our want. We hasten to it, we urge our 
A on, we soon reach it, it is just what we 
I, it is a tree ; and although everything 
id is parched and dry, underneath its welcome 
i the grass is green, and close at hand is the 
3f water. We look up at the tree, we see 
nghs laden with £ruit, with hearts filled with 
Tul and wondering emotion, we ask the name 
) tree, we are told it is the palm-thee. We 
q\ at its freshness and its greenness, and as 
rat ourselves to rest awhile beneath its kindly 
I, we refresh ourselves from off its well-laden 
IS, we drink a draught from the cool spring 
by, and pause to learn its first lesson to us 
illustration of the Christian child. 

i3 
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Perhaps some of you are more like the carefully 
tended garden flower, nurtured by a godly parent, 
trained up in the fear of God, living in a holy 
atmosphere. If so, be thankful for it, but I must 
not forget to speak to some whose lot is different, 
who, like the palm-tree, are placed in a desert of 
sin and evil influences, where all around is barren 
and withered. It may be the case with some who 
hear me to-day, that your home and your relatives 
are unfriendly to a religious life. You wish to be 
holy, but no one encourages you to be so. You 
would like to confess Christ in your workshop or 
at school, but your companions would laugh at 
you. You are indeed placed in a barren soil, and 
you ask how can you be expected to flourish ? If 
you had but an elder brother or sister, you think, 
who would gently lead you, encourage you, 
counsel you, you would be a better boy or girl; 
but everything around seems to be so barren, so 
cheerless, you cannot ''grow in grace." 

!My dear young friend, is this your feeling ? If 
so, is it quite a right one ? 

What is the palm-tree's first lesson to you? 
** Wherever your lot is cast, God has placed you 
there, and He will expect you to grow, to flourish, 
and to biing forth fruit/' Nor say this is im- 
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possible. Let me remind you that your case is 
no worse than that of Joseph, yet he honoured 
God; or Enoch, yet he "walked with God ;" or 
Josiah, yet he "feared the Lord from his youth;" 
or Daniel, yet he feared God more than man. Be 
encouraged, then, by their good example, as I 
hope many will be encouraged by the example of 
some of you. It is, indeed, refreshing to the 
Christian teacher, and i doubt not it is to the 
Christian scholar also as he sits in his class in the 
Sunday school, to look to some one or more in the 
class who are steadily and hopefully leading a 
religious life, notwithstanding the hindrances 
that their class mates put before them ; and al- 
though the school may not know it, they arc 
stately palm-trees flourishing amidst the withering 
influences of sin. We bless God for those we 
have amongst us: may He increase their number 
ten-fold ! Grace, then, has flourished in a barren 
soil; but there must have been some enabling 
cause, some source of supply and support. Let 
us go to our illustration for the cause of all this 
freshness, and this shall be its second lesson to us. 

II. The palm-tree requires constant mois- 
ture. 

A constant supply of water to its loot^, o^^ vt 
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would soon cease to flourish ; it would soon dioop, 
lunguish, and at last die. It is a thirsty tree. 
AVe will suppose, then, that we have rested undor 
its friendly leaves — that we are grateful for ita 
shelter and its supply of food, and that our admi- 
ration for its heauty is giving place to inquiry an 
to the causes of its freshness and its greenness. 
You ask, how can it be so when everything around 
is dry, parched, dreary, and unfruitful. It cannot 
derive its freshness from the sand ? Oh, no ; that 
is not its sustenance. We must seek and dig 
below the sand; and, as we do so, we find the 
sand deepening in colour, not quite so dry and 
hot, then cool, then moist, and then we find that 
deep in the sand is the hidden but not the less 
sustaining cause of all its freshness. There we 
find a well of water, a never-failing spring ; we 
see its long roots floating in its cooling waters, 
supplying it with sap and life. Yes ; here is th 
cause why we see it flourish above-ground; an 
now the sun may pour forth its fiercest rays, y 
the palm-tree shall be green and flourishing. 

AVhat, then, is its second lesson to us ? L 
not this — Tliat our souls must have a similar s 
ply, if we are to flourish and to become faith' 
Jiiit is there such a rich, unfailing 8up[)l; 
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1, you ask? Oh, yes. Look to Psalm xlvi. 
lere we read, " There is a river, the streams 
3f make glad the city of our God." What, 
LS this river ? It is the river of Qod^i grace 
influence of the Holy Spirit. God has also 
ed channels for it to run through to the 
channels which never run dry, inexhaustible, 
faiUng. They are called ''means of grace." 

all flow/roff» Christ and through Christ, 
lirsty souls must ever see Christ reflected in 
and then ever be drawing freely from them, 
f you are healthy palm-trees, I am mre 
). Let me tell you of some of them — 
jt, there is, dear children, your BibU, Oh, 
\ spring of refreshment this may be made to 
)ul! Is it so to yours? "When you are 
, do you go to its sacred pages for comfort ? 

faint and tired, do you rest imder its leaves, 
3el refreshed and strengthened ? Can you 
ith David, ** Oh, how love I thy law : it is 
editation all the day^ Psalm cxix. 97 : or 
Feremiah xv. 16., '* Thy words were found 
, and I did eat them, and they were unto 
B joy and the rejoicing of my heart." Do 
jad it when you rise in the morning, and so 
rength for the day ? Do you meditate u^n 
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it at night; ay, and in the night, when you 
awake, does some welcome text come to your 
mind, and nourish your soul, and keep out sin? 

Then, prayer is another channel through whieh 
God feeds the soul. Do you love prayer? To 
some I must turn, and say. Do you pray at all? 
Try it, and see how it will nourish your soul, and 
keep you green and flourishing. Kneel down 
every morning and pray ; ask God for grace to 
resist sin throughout the day, to give you holj 
thoughts, to keep from you evil thoughts, to keep 
you humhle, prayerful, simple ; and at night pnj 
— pray for forgiveness for all you have done yrma^ 
and that God will take care of you whilst yoa 
sleep. 

God's home of prayer is another channel throui^ 
which God^s grace flows into the soul. God loves 
to meet his children there, and to feed them with 
heavenly food. 

Your Sunday school is a channel rich in blessiog 
through which the stream of God's grace flowi^ 
and flows abundantly. Do you love it, and do 
you feel its exercises of prayer and praise do'yoi 
good ? Has it helped you to flourish ? Tell me^ 
dear young friends, has it done so to>day ? Be- 
member to-morrow you will have to fetce the 
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world again, do you think you have been so 
strengthened and refreshed to-day, so that when 
the drying and withering influences of a naughty, 
banren world shall surround you, you will be able, 
like the palm-tree in the desert, to flourish ? Will 
your religion stand the taunts of the ungodly, 
the sneer of the mocker and the profane, as the 
palm-tree withstands the scorching rays of a mid- 
day sun ? I am sure it will, if your soul is fed 
with the secret spring of God's grace, and watered 
with the enriching and refreshing dews of God's 
Holy Spirit. Seek, then, the gracious influences 
of the Holy Spirit, may Jesns ever be near to 
you, and may He **be in you a well of water 
[fringing up into everlasting life/' 

III. Another characteristic of the palm-tree 
is this — ^It is a lofty tbee, a straight tbee, and 

ALWAYS OfiOWING. 

Ever stretching forth its glittering, silvery top 
towards heaven. And there is a beautiful lesson 
in this : It should be so with the Christian 
child in things spiritual. He will ever be 
growing, growing in spiritual knowledge. His 
eyes will ever be upward, heavenward, home- 
ward. He will be nearer to heaven to-day than 
he was last Sunday, and further fcoia t1;i<ft -^ord.^-^ 
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his thoughts more with Jesus, and where Jesos 
lives. Children, where are ours at this moment? 
Ahove? or on earth, earthly? Are we ripening 
in dispositions, in fitness for heaven, bringing 
forth the fruits of the Spirit, or are we bent 
downward, drooping and languishing because oar 
souls are not drawing freely from the waters of 
life? Oh! children, drink, and drink deeply of 
these waters of life. You have a full and free 
invitation — " The Spirit and the Bride say. Come. 
And let him that heareth say, Come. And let 
him that is athirst come. An4 tohoao&ver will 
let him take the water of life freely." Will yw 
accept the invitation ? 

IV. A fourth peculiarity of the palm-tree i»— 
That it is always oeeen. 

Summer and winter always the same. Whilst 
most trees look cheerless and desolate, this tree re- 
tains its freshness, its greenness, and its beauty. Te 
expect trees to look beautiful in summer, but when 
the winter comes, and they still retain their leates 
they look additionally lovely, and call forth our 
admiration and our pleasure. So is it with the 
palm, and so is it with the Christian child. He 
does not appear green on the Sunday, and wbes 
Monday comes, faded, and leafless, and fruitless. 
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"No, no; he is green all the week round, all the 
year round. Let him he exposed to the hiting 
winds of adversity, let the winter of affliction 
come upon him, let him feel that he stands alone 
in this world, even then, he is green and flourishing. 

Now, why is this ? It is hecause he has not 
ceased to he fed hy the inexhaustible spring that 
rises at his roots, which sustains as well as gives 
life. By this he is daily, hourly fed and nou- 
rished. The morning meditation, the chapter read, 
the prayer, the Day of Eest, the Sunday school, 
the house of God, the godly companion, these all 
are as hidden waters, which are sweet to him, and 
they keep him green all the year round. His soiil 
feeds on Christ, the Holy Spirit is ever near to 
strengthen and refresh. He has food to eat of 
which the world knows nothing, and he has joys 
to entertain with which no stranger can inter- 
meddle. 

Would that you, my beloved children, came to 
as in such a spirit ! thirsting for spiritual know- 
Ledge and desiring to be fed with the bread of 
life ! How it would refresh your dear teacher to 
3ee you each growing up as " tender pl«mts " of 
the Lord's planting, " flourishing in the courts of 
our God." 
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V. The last characteristic of the palm-tree I 
have time left to notice is this — It is a FRun- 

BEARING TREE. 

If it only bore Ua/ves, our illustration would lose 
half its charm. Not only does it bear leaves, but it 
yields/rwtY. Yea, more than this, the older the tree 
the better the fruit; the dates that come from the 
palm-tree are best when the tree is one liundred 
years old. Oh, what a lesson for us here ! First: 
To ask ourselves are we bringing forth fruit, and 
then to examine and compare our fruit to-day with 
that which we yielded this time last year. Take 
the very first fruit of tlie Spirit, love: and ask have 
we more love? If conscience, guided by the 
teaching of the Bible, shows us that it is not so 
abundant, there must be something wrong; and 
let us seek to set it right. Perhaps it is some one 
easily-besetting sin, eating, like a canker-worm, 
into all our. spirituality, so that no fruit can come 
to perfection. Oh, lift up your heart to Gtod to 
enable you to be no longer unfiiiitftil, but that cM 
the fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, long- 
Bufiering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance, may be manifest in you to the praise 
and the glory of His name. 

In conclusion — there are three things I want 
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you to do, in respect of the palm-tree, and its 
spiritual application : 

1st. Adhiee its beauty. 

As you see the palm-tree, majestic, lofty, 
graceful, you cannot help doing so, I think. And 
so, speaking of a Christian child, I would say. 
Admire its beauty — the beauty of its Christian 
character. Do not feel ashamed to own such an 
one as your companion and your friend. That 
youth in yonder class who loves God*s house, 
God's word, God's day, God^s people, is a palm- 
tree, worthy of your best affection; that girl 
who so patiently, so meekly, so quietly seeks to 
serve God in her daily work and duty is a palm- 
tree, green and flourishing. Seek such out as your 
future companions; and, as you look at them, 
admire the beauty of their Christian character. 

2nd. Eemember its usefulness. 

The Arabs say of the palm-tree it has 360 uses. 
Certainly it has many ; its friendly leaves shelter 
those that are weary, its abundant fruit restores 
those that are ready to faint, and its waters de- 
light the drooping spirit. Oh, seek then, dear 
young friends, to be useful, to be so useful that 
the world will, miss you when you are away. It 
is better, far better to be useful than rich, — do not 

k2 
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say you axe too young, do not say you are 
poor to be of any use. Do what you can, but 
it at once. There is work for us all to do, a li 
spot for each one of us to occupy, and e 
children's work will be recognized by Him ts 
when on earth, loved little children, and \ 
loves them and remembers them with as m 
affection now He has gone to heaven. We w 
some more collectors, who will be useful and I 
us to collect, to send out Bibles to distant lai 
and missionaries to preach out of that bles 
book. And, lastly, I would most earnestly 
press upon you this our last lesson from the pa 
tree — 

3rd. Imitate its Fetjitfulness. 

Which will you prefer to be, a palm-tree, lo 
straight, ever green, fruit-yielding palm-tree, 
of sap and vigour, or one of those dead 8caff< 
poles that you see around some buildings, gn 
less in form, having no beauty, no life, no lea' 
no fruit ? 

I hope you all will feel a desire to offer up 
prayer — " God, let me be planted by Thee i 
palm-tree. May I be nourished and fed by 
life-giving, life-sustaining streams of thy grs 
kept here to be useful to my fellow-sinners, fr 
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fill to thy glory, until Thou shalt see fit to trans- 
plant me from this wilderness of sin below to 
flourish in thy courts above : And this for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen." 

I earnestly appeal to those who are not yet 
palm-trees, who have no love to God, to come to 
Qtod, and to be reconciled to Him, and then to try 
and love Him. Gome back to the tender love of 
your heavenly Father, seek to be planted by Him. 
He entreats you to come. He has given his own 
beloved Son to save and bless you. He has sent 
his Holy Spirit to help you to come. Do come ; 
come now ; come to day. And may you all, my 
dear children, realize in your own happy experi- 
ence, the fulfilment of God's own promise in the 
1st Psalm, concerning the righteous, when He 
said, ** He shall be like a tree, planted by the 
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season, his leaf also shall not wither, and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." 



k3 
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Matt. xvin. 14. 

*' Even 80 it is not the will of your Father which m 
in heaven that one of these little ones should 
perish. 



It 



Mr DEAB YOUNG PjRiENDS, — What a cheering and 
encouraging text is this, hoth for the Christian 
teacher and the Sunday scholar. 

For your teachers to he ahle to look at each one 
of you this afternoon, and to feel assured that not 
one of you who sits before them, however poor, 
however sinful you may be, is beneath the affec- 
tionate regard of their and your heavenly Eather, 
but that they -may turn to each one of you with 
the offer of a full and free salvation, and may say 
to you, in the very words of Jesus Himself, "It 
is not the will of your Father which is in heaven 
that one of you little ones should perish." 

And if it be a aowrce of holy rejoicing to the 
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Christian teacher, should it not fall sweetly upon 
your ears as Sunday scholars^ as you hear these 
words of Jesus, and feel that they are meant for 
you, that it is to you Jesus says, in accents of 
tenderest affection, " It is not the will of your 
Father which is in heaven that one of you little 
ones should perish." 

Surely I do well in calling our theme to-day 
** Good l^ews for Children." It is the very best 
I could find in my Bible for you, and I earnestly 
pray that God the Holy Spirit may have directed 
my thoughts in what I have prepared for you, 
that He may carry this message of love home to 
your hearts with saving power, and that, at the 
close of this address, many a young heart before mo 
may swell with love to Jesus as it has never done 
before, as they hear of the greatness of their sins, 
and the greatness of the love that pardons them. 

In speaking to you from this text to-day, I am 
deeply impressed with the thought that it is a 
subject the most solemn and the most important 
that could engage our thoughts. I feel, also, that 
it is no light matter to make mention of these 
truths, for these words will be remembered in 
eternity. I remember that I am addressing young 
immortal beings, who have each wiUmi iWk 
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breast a precious, priceless, immortal soul; that 
these souls each have simied; that they need a 
Saviour ; and the burden of my address will be, 
to tell you the "good news" that Jesus is the 
Saviour you need. Dear children, I could not 
bear to meet you at the judgment day without 
telling you of the danger, and pointing you to the 
only way you have of escape through the Saviour. 
I shall seek to attract your attention, not by the 
amusing anecdote, nor the curious tale, nor the 
exciting story, but simply by the importance of 
the truths I have to tell. It is a theme that 
might well employ an angel's tongue, but one 
permitted to a sinful man to proclaim. Listen, 
then, I beseech you, as we try and tell you some- 
what of the meaning of the words that form 
our text. 

We here remark, that Jesus never said more 
than He meant ; but, on the contrary. His words 
often meant a great deal more than at first they 
seemed to express. This was especially true with 
regard to His Invitations and Promises. 

It is so with our text. When Jesus said of 
little children, that their heavenly Father did not 
wish them to perish, He meant what He said; 
but He meant a great deal more. "Not perish," 
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meant they should be " saved." It referred not 
only to the punishment they should escape, but to 
the blessings they should enjoy. It meant all 
that is included in that one word, salvation. This 
is the " good news *' we have to tell you of, the 
" glad tidings of salvation " it is our privilege to 
utter to you this afternoon. 

But before we speak of this good news at length, 
we will approach it by putting before you, in 
order, the thoughts that occurred to us while 
meditating upon the text. 

1. And our first thought was this solemn one, 
but one which will prepare us better to receive 
the "good news" that will follow hereafter, viz., 
That the sottls of little childeen aee in dan- 
qrb. of feeishing. 

Jesus never would have said that your Father 
in heaven did not wish your souls to perish, unless 
they were in danger ; and it is quite clear that we 
may understand that the text refers to children^ 
by reference to the first few verses of the chapter. 
Our first thought, then, is, that the souls of 
children are in danger of perishing ; and what a 
solemn thought it is. Yes, dear young friends, 
we cannot, we must not, we dare not, hide from 
you the truth that, unless you have the **new 
heart " — unleaa yon have dif&iieii\.\va^^'&, ^csSet's^ 
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IVara, different joys, to thoae which your heart 
by nature, you are in danger of perishing. 

And do yon ask me what is it to perish 
cannot describe it as it really is. To perish i 
for the hody to die ; for the bodies of the e 
will die, and be laid in the silent grave, as w 
those of the wicked. What, then, do you re 
is it to perish ? To perish means to lose he 
and all its joys ; to see Jeans at the judgment 
not as your Saviour but as your Jui^, and 
to be banished from His preeeace and the gk 
His power. It is to feel yourself a sinner 1 
out a refuge — a prisoner without hope of es 
Dives knew what it was to perish, when he pk 
so earnestly with Abraham to send Lazarus t 
his finger in water, and cool his parched toi 
for he was tormented in those flames. Am 
foolish virgins knew what it was to perish, i 
they realized the meaning of those short 
terrible words, "The door was shut." Thi 
what is meant when Jesus said that your Ft 
does not wish you, to perish. To perish is : 
soul to knock at the door of heaven, and to 
"Lord, Lord, open to us," and for that aoi 
hear a voice from within say, "Depart from 
I never knew you." 
Children, have you cyct Ic\\,'iWl ■^•sii ■«;cro 
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in danger ? or is to-day the first time in your life 
that the idea has been present to your mind, that 
if you were to die now you are in danger of 
perishing ? 

If 80, do not drive away the thought. If so, I 
hope, the Holy Spirit is beginning His good work 
in your soul, convincing you of your sin. Listen 
attentively to the remainder of this address, and 
perhaps He will this very day send you home re- 
joicing, having assured you that your sins are for- 
given for Christ's sake ; for ** it is not the will of 
your Pather which is in heaven that one of you 
little ones should perish." 

But if to perish be such a terrible thing, you 
reason, and very naturally, that there must be 
some exposing cause, and you inquire, what is it 
renders me thus liable to perish ? You may note 
this then, as your second head in the form of a 
question: — 

2. What is it sendees the soul liable to 

FEEISH? 

"We can give you no other answer than — It is 
SIN. What a fearful thing, then, sin must be ! 
We know that, when God made this beautiful 
world in which we live, and placed in it our first 
parents Adam and Eve, they were holy, and 
happy heoauBe they were holy, onA ^et^ Tva\» \\s. 
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danger of perishing. It is because tbey sinned 
that they became in danger of perishing. Sin 
has caused all the mischief that exists. It drove 
Adam out of paradise; it closed the gates of 
heaven ; it kindled and keeps burning the flames 
of the bottomless pit, and if one of us shall be lost, 
sin will have been the cause — ^because sin was 
loved by us, indulged in by us, unrepented o^ 
unforsaken, and, therefore, unforgiven. 

I wish I could make this very plain to you, that 
that there is only one thing that displeases God, 
and that is sin. And, oh! let me ask, do yon 
know and feel yourself to be a sinner ? Yon are 
one, but do you know it ? Have you ever felt sin 
to be a burden ? and have yoti ever been led to cry 
out in sincerity of heart, when kneeling before 
God, where no eye could see you but His, no ear 
tear you but His, " God be merciful to me a 
sinner ? '* If not, you are in danger of perishing. 
If you are thoughtless, heedless, careless aboat 
your soul, put to yourself this searching thought— 

" For who, in that tremendous day, 

Shall meet the Judge severe? 
When heaven and earth shall pass away 
Oh ! how shall I appear ? " 

And now we begin to get a ray of light from 
our text upoa this datV p\cX\a^, ^V\0DL^^\i3aye 
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Jiged to draw, and I hope you are now 
i to rejoice with me, while we observe, 
that — 

?HB SOITLS OF CHILDREN ARE PRECIOUS IN 

HT OF God. 

'^ not the will of your Pather which is in 
that one of these little ones should perish." 
equally true of each person in the blessed 
—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Let us 
Z each separately, and notice some of the 
;hat each has given of His unwillingness 
Y should perish. 

, we say that Gk)D the Father is unwilling 
should perish. That Jesus says so should 
fficient reason for us to believe it. But 
J given us proofs of His love. He created 
L Surely He loves the work of His own 
I. And when man fell, and became a 
God was angry with the sin, but He still 
he sinner. He was grieved that man 
to love Him, and He set his heart upon 
a way in which His erring, naughty chil- 
ould be brought back to Him, and led to 
m again ; and when He had found out the 
irough his own dear Son, Jesus Christ, He 
[, and was exceeding glad; and David 

L 
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represents God, in one of his beautiful Psalms, 
as exclaiming, " Deliver their souls from going 
down into the pit, for I have found a Ransom." 
You know who the Ransom was? Jesus, the 
Saviour of men. Yes, it was God the Tather 
who contrived the plan of our salvation. It was 
God who so loved the world as to give his only 
Son to die to save it. Children, do not doubt for 
a moment that God the Father loves you. The 
very words that Jesus, uses tells of His tendemeas, 
when He speaks of Him as '* your Father." It 
were an act of wondrous condescension, did He 
allow angeU bright and spotless beings as they are, 
to call Him ** Father;" but, when we think what 
we are, and what God is, we cannot doubt that 
God must love us very much in permitting ns 
thus to address Him. 

Believe it then, that God the Father loves you; 
that He has a heart full of tenderness such as yon 
cannot conceive. No wonder that St. Paul, when 
he thought of the greatness of his own sinfulness, 
and of the extent of God's love that could pardon 
it, could find no other words in which to express 
his wonder and his gratitude, as he exclaimed, 
*' Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How unseaichahle 
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lis jadgments, and his ways past finding 

ain : .Gon the Son loves your souls. I think 
mow this, and believe this : and if I were 
: you why you think Jesus loves you, many 
|}eautiful would be the answers I should 
e. Some would tell me how He left His 
t throne of glory ; how He became a little 
Eit Bethlehem ; how He grew up a man, and 
about doing good. Others would tell of 
^ords of kindness and His deeds of love, 
s would point to Calvary's cross, and speak 
3 death. Whilst some would point to heaven, 
I speak of His having ascended there and 

" Would tell how He intercedes above, 
For us whose sins He bore." 

s true, then, that Jesus loves children's souls, 
ved them when on earth, and He loves them 
le has gone to heaven. Jesus knows that 
) He has charge of them, Satan will get 
; and He longs to save them from Satan's 
- and influence, knowing that Satan seeks to 
►y them — to cause them to perish. 
i then, God the Holy Spirit loves your 
How He strives with you, pleads with 

* Roinann xi. 33. 

l2 
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you, helps you ! What is that that makes you 
sometimes wish to love Jesus (perhaps you feel it 
now)? It is the warm hreathings of the Holy 
Spirit thawing your frozen heart, and filling it 
with the love of God. Dear young friends, will 
you not yield to the Spirit's entreaty, and seek at 
once to be one of God's dear "little ones?" 
Pray to this good Spirit until you feel that He 
has made Christ precious to you ; his word sweet 
to you ; sin bitter ; prayer delightful ; the world 
nothing ; Christ all in all. 

Thus have I tried to show you your state by 
nature, and what it may become by divine grace. 
Let us spend the few minutes we have left in 
urging you. 

Lastly, — To accept the offers of saxvation 
WHICH God makes to yott to-dat. 

And can it be possible that there are any present 
who need this urging? Is it true that Jesus 
assures you that God does not wish you to perish, 
and yet you will not take Him at BLis word ? I 
will not so think, I will hope that you have only 
to be told of this salvation, and you will seek it 
diligently and prayerfully, nor rest until you feel 
that you are safe in Christ. We invite you 
affectionately to-day — the whole school — each 
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child in the school. — Come to Jesus for Salvation. 
Trust Him ; love Him ; cling to Him. Are you 
sinful? Come to Him for pardon. Are you 
fearful? Come to Him, and He will give you 
peace. Believe that He whose name and whose 
nature is Eternal Love, will not drive away from 
his bosom the trusting child that clings to Him 
for pardon and forgiveness. Throw yourself at 
the feet of the blessed Saviour ; tell Him that you 
are a sinful, naughty child, but that you earnestly 
desire to be so no more, and you shall rise a 
pardoned, a forgiven child. 

Is this "good news'' to you? I hope it is. 
And yet I have not told you all, nor a thousandth 
part. Not only will you be forgiven, but you 
will enjoy the blessings of salvation. " And what 
are these?" say you. / cannot yet tell you. 
' " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hatli 
it entered into the heart of man, what good things 
God hath prepared for them that love Him." But 
this I will say, children, only love Him, and all 
these shall be yours. Not only present deliverance 
£rom sin, from its dominion, its punishments, and 
its wages, but perfect salvation in heaven — in a 
world where we shall love Jesus purely, and 
perfectly, and for ever, and where we shall bo 

l3 



114 GOOD NEWS FOB CHTLDBEN. 

astonislied at the dullness and faithlessness of our 
hearts, that ever could have had a moment's 
doubt, when Jesus Himself assured us that '^tis 
not the will of your Pather which is in heaven 
that one of you little ones should perish." 

May God bring each one of us to that happy 
place, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



THE WONDERFUL PRESENT. 

Luke xn. 32. 

**JFear notf little Jlock, for it is y<mr Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom,*^ 

Mr DEAB YOUNG PEEEirDS, how Very precious are 
the words of Jesus ! He never spoke an idle or 
an useless word. There was always a meaning 
and a purpose in everything He said, and this was 
always conveyed in accents of tenderness and 
affection. He spoke just the words most suitable, 
and at the very time when most needed; and 
there was a power in his words which did not 
accompany the words of any other. "Why was 
this ? It was not because his voice was loud, for 
his was " a still small voice."* No. But it was 
because they were the words of Infinite "Wisdom 
speaking at all times in infinite love. We have 
presented, in our text to-day, a rich cluster of 

* 1 Kings xix. 12. 
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these words of Jesus, dropping like oil upon the 
troubled waters of the soul. May they be found 
to many of you precious and comforting words, 
and may the Holy Ghost bring them home with 
saving power to your souls, for the sake of that 
loving Saviour who spoke them, and to the glory 
of that heavenly Father of whose love they tell. 

Before we proceed to speak of them as intended 
for us, let us glance at the persons to whom they 
were, in the first instance, addressed, and the 
circumstances which called them forth. They 
were uttered by the blessed Saviour to his dis- 
ciples, to that little band of followers who were 
indeed a " little flock," who, amidst many imper- 
fections and much unfaithfulness, yet did love 
Him, and were content to forsake all to follow 
Him. 

Jesus had been telling them that if they were 
to be faithful followers of Him, they would he 
called upon to undergo much persecution, that 
they would meet with trials and temptations, that 
grievous wolves would come in among them, and 
harass, and scatter, and affright them. He knew 
that He would leave them, and that they would 
not have his bodily presence among them, and 
this would make them sad. He wished to leave 



THE WONDEEFXTL PEESENT. 117 

heir memories some words of His, which they 
ht think of when He was gone, and by them 
jomforted and refreshed. He could read their 
?ta, and there He saw that some of them were 
inning to think that they had not done well 
following Jesus, and that they began to be 
id whether His power and his love were suffi- 
t to sustain and protect them, and He there- 
reassures them by telling them that they are 
objects of God's tender care and love, as He 
iks to them of a kingdom which should be 
rs, which He Himself was at that moment 
taring for them, and which their heavenly 
her would present to them ; and thus, in words 
ch must have reached their hearts. He bids 
n banish all their doubts, and dismiss all their 
s. Thus He addresses them — "Fear not, 
e flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure 
:ive you the kingdom." 

esus is not present with us bodily, as He was 
lis disciples. He has ascended up on high. 
He has left behind these precious words for 
comfort of his believing children, and you 
I may feel that Jesus is speaking them to us 
afternoon with as much meaning and earnest- 
\ as He did to His disciples when He was on 
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earth. Let us, then, approach their condderatioii 
thoughtfully and attentively, and see what we 
can gather from them. We will divide our subject 
into three principal divisions. We will speak of— 

I. The wonderful present. — 

This present is a kingdom, the kingdom of 
heaven. There are three things that make it a 
wonderful present. 

1. The greatness of the Giver. "It is ym 
Father* s good pleasure to give you the kingdom." 

It is the gift of a parent to his child, and this 
Father is none other than the great and good God 
who created us. We can have no right idea of 
the greatness of the Giver, hut let us try and 
think for a moment who it is. 

It is the all-seeing, all-powerful, ever present 
Lord God who offers us this gift. Who is so 
daring, so ungrateful as not to accept it ? 

2. Another reason that makes it wonderfhl is, 
the greatness of the gift, I do not think I can give 
you a better view of the greatness of the gift 
than by telling you the price that was paid for it 
This kingdom was purchased by the precious 
blood of Jesus Christ. That was the price paid 
to purchase heaven for us. His blood was the 
purchase-money paid down on that eventful day, 
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n He hung upon the cross of Calvary. Surely 

makes it a wonderful present. And then — 
. A third reason is, the unworthineaa of the 
Iver — sinners such as we all are. It was not 
Bsent purchased for pure and spotless angels, 
for you and me, ungrateftQ, disobedient, sinful 
iren. 

ook at this gift a little more closely. It is 
ren; and this will be our home; and if so, 

that an eternal home, shall we not do well 
now something about it, and to inquire as to 
m we shall meet there? Come, then, and 
is see what we can leaxn about it. "We do not 
w much about it. "We should not know any- 
g about it except for our Bible ; and God, for 
' wise purposes, has not told us all we should 

to know about that happy place. But let 
3peak about what our Bible does tell us 
it it. 
; tells us that there will be a King there. He 

is " King of kings and Lord of lords "* will 
tiere. There will be " a throne," f there will 
' crowns," J there will be " many mansions." || 
tiis kingdom will be an eternal kingdom. § 

Bev. xvii. 14. + Rev. xxii. 3. t Rev. iv. 10. 

II John xiv. 2. 8 Psalm xciii. 2. 



I 
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" It has stood for ages, and will stand for ever 
and ever. We shall see no ruins there. Its 
jewelled walls will never crumble or decay." 

It will be a holy kingdom. "And there shall 
in no wise enter into it anything that defiletL"* 

It will be a glorious kingdom. St. John the 
divine, who saw in a vision some of the glories of 
that kingdom, describes its foundations as being 
garnished with all manner of precious stones; 
'*the twelve gates," he says, in his 2l8t chapter 
of Revelation, ver. 21, "were twelve pearls, and 
the street of the city was pure gold, as it were 
transparent glass." 

Then it will be a happy kingdom. I^o tears, no 
sorrow, no sighs heard there; those whom you 
meet will tell you they have not a wish that is 
not satisfied. On its glittering portals will he 
written, "fulness of joy, pleasures for evermore."! 

It will be an extensive kingdom. Boom in it 
for all who wish to enter. Let thousands he 
admitted to-day and to-morrow, and every day 
whilst the world lasts, the cry would still come 
down, " yet there is room." J This is only some- 
thing of what we are told of this kingdom. 

* Rev. xxi. 27. + Psolm xvi. 11. X Lake xvi. 22. 
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then as to its inhabitants. We are told 
1 be there. God is everywhere, but hea- 
[is throne, His residence, His palace. 
I, Jesus will be there. One who loves 
and who has written much for them, has 
en expression to his feelings, as he thought 
e delightful truth ; — ^language such as we 
iily adopt. " Oh, to see Him fSace to face! 
le goodness, the grace, the majesty of His 
mce, to touch the very hand which has 
of the nail in it, to look at the very tem- 
ich were torn with the cruel thorns ! to 
m speak, to be led by Him to fountains 
» waters! to follow Him whithersoever 
h ! This is heaven, and this is what all 
n will enjoy ! " 

he Holy Spirit will be there. That gra- 
)irit, who is the Author of every good 
we have, who prompts every good act we 
sanctifies the affections, piuifies the hearts 
children — ^He, the divine Comforter and 
3r — He, the Spirit of truth will be there, 
loly angels will be there — those bright 
jod's messengers, who do His pleasure, 
of our beloved relatives and Mends will 
Some of them have gone there already. 

M 
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It has been beautifully said, by the same Cler^ 
man wbose words I used just now, '* They ui 
to listen to sermons about Jesus, but now they i 
with Him. They used to go with us to the hoi 
of God, and kneel by our side, and sing from ' 
same book with us, but now they are in t! 
happy kingdom where we hope soon to join the 
And what a blissful meeting it will be ! Pan 
and child, brother and sister, friend and friem 
Shall you and I be found amongst that haj 
number ? Shall this wonderful present be on 

II. To WHOM THIS PRESENT 18 OIVEN. 

The text says it is to be given to a " little floch 
In the parable of the good Shepherd, in 
10 chapter of St. John's Gospel, this little flocl 
described. There are certain marks about 
sheep of Christ's flock which show them to 
His. These are some of them: They know 
Shepherd, and hear His voice, and they foil 
Him, and a stranger will they not follow ; wl 
ever the gentle Shepherd leads them, the sh 
follow. Here, then, is the simple test for ui 
apply to know whether we are amongst the lai 
of Christ's flock, and whether we bear His mi 
Do we hear the Saviour's voice ? Do we feel i 
addressed to us. kxA do we foUow Him ? ^ 
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r to the Good Shepherd ? Do we like to 
to Him ? Do we feel that we are not safe 
''ander far away from Him ? Do we love 
jpherd ? Do we feel that He is the Good 
!^, and that He cares for us? Can you 
He cares form^.^*' or I would even go 

than this, and say — Do you wish to love 
Ithough you feel afraid that this wonderful 

is not intended for you? Hear Jesus 
X) you in accents of love. "Pear not, 

your Father's good pleasure to give you 
gdom." This kingdom, vast and glorious 
, may be yours, if you will only accept it 
e the Giver. 

were speaking in a ragged-school instead 
school where our children are so comforta- 
ssed, and saw before me only the poorest 
3 most wretched of children, who scarcely 
atter to their back, and who were deeply 

sin, I would not hesitate to say to them, 
)d, miserable as they are, this wonderful 

may be enjoyed by each and all of them 

with the child of the rich and wealthy. 

so I say to you, my dear young friends, 
er may be your wants or your sins, if you 
►d you shall enjoy His choicest gifts. 

h2 
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Does this surprise you ? Do you think it is 
too good to be true ? Is your language sucli a» 
this? — "What! my sinful heart become holy; 
my love of sin exchanged for love to Grod; my 
naughty wishes exchanged for holy desires; all 
this change here ! And then, in that world to 
come, do you tell me that I shall enjoy a kmgdom 
such as you have been describing ! that I shall 
tread the golden streets of the new Jemsalem, the 
crystal pavement of Heaven ! that i) now so poor, 
so meanly clad, shall wear a robe of spotless 
purity ! that / shall wear a crown, and strike the 
golden harps in praise of my Eedeemer ! Oh, it 
cannot be ! it is too good to be true ! " 

Say not so. " Be not faithless, but believing." 
It is all true, for God*s Word says so, and much 
more than this wUl be true to all who reach that 
happy place. Yes, there are *^ little ones" in 
heaven, who will sing forth the praises of the 
Lamb slain, in that kingdom which Gtod will give 
to his flock, who were once as poor and as sinfol 
as the poorest and most sinful amongst you. How 
came they there? They "have washed their 
robes in the blood of the Lamb," and have be- 
come kings and priests unto Grod for ever. Join, 
then, this "little flock" of Christ on earth; seek 
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get His mark upon you and the mark of the 
)lj Spirit; and let us see if the ''little flock'' 
Christ's lambs in this school shall not become 
arge flock, keeping close together and close to 
ius here, and hope hereafter to join that innu- 
jrable company (not a ^'little flock" then), but 
countless multitude, and add our voices to theirs 
singing that triumphant song of praise which 
all eternally resound through heaven's courts. 
III. The encoxtra-ging command. 
"Fear not." It is more like an invitation 
an a command. Our text pictures to us a little 
ck who have been frightened by some wolves, 
d the gentle Shepherd is allaying their fears 
th by His presence and His words. As long as 
u love Satan and Satan's service, he will never 
^hten you or harass you ; but the moment you 
come one of Christ's lambs, he will never cease 
do so. The moment you begin to think about 
6 wonderful present, about God's kingdom, its 
jople, its glories, he will begin to attack you ; 
id happy is it for you that Jesus, the gentle 
lepherd, will protect you, and a blessed thing it 
that you have your Bible, in which you can 
ad such gracious words as these, 'Tear not, 
;tle flock," and that to this Bible you can always 

m3 
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go for comfort and encouragement. Treasure up 
such words as these, my dear young Mends ; lay 
them up in your hearts ; every one of them will 
have their use some day, they will direct you in 
some difficulty, comfort you in some sorrow, or 
keep you from some sin, and give to your soul 
the enjoyment of a peace that passeth under- 
standing. 

And let me tell you, for your encouragement, 
that God's children arfe not always full of fear. 
"No, far from it ; they have their seasons of peace- 
ful and quiet assurance. They often " lie down 
in green pastures," or are led by the gentle 
Shepherd beside ** still waters ; " and then their 
peace flows as a river. I have read of a mimster 
visiting a young person on her deathbed (and 
there it is Satan loves to harass us most, and too 
often is successful, and robs us of our peace), 
who would often say, "Ah, sir, this has been a 
dreary night to me. So many conflicts ! "Without 
are fightings, within are fears." But more than 
once she had a different report to make. " Well, 
Elizabeth," this clergyman would say, **what 
of the night?" She would reply, "Oh! sir I 
have spent it just outside heaven ; I am almost 
too happy." Satan had done all that he could; 
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greater was He that was for her than all that 
e against her ; and she had a blessed interval 
Bpose. Come then, dear Mends, I invite you, 
e to Jesus. Seek to have an interest in His 
^dom, which he has purchased, and which 
r heavenly Father wishes to give to you. 
re is only one condition; and that is, that 

come at once — now — to-day. Surrender your 
rts to Him ; live to God's glory now, that you 
r live in God's glory hereafter. Remember 
; you have arrived at the age when you are 
jonally responsible to God, as much so for 
ry thought, desire, and even for every inten- 
i, as for every word and outward action. Live 
er the influences of the Holy Spirit ; ask Him 
prayer to come into your breast; to preside 
•e, directing every thought; and when He 
los, encourage Him to remain. Ask Him to 
) you in every difficulty, to support you in 
ry trial, and to strengthen you for every duty, 
your Bible be a book read by you daily ; let 
e your meditation night and day ; let prayer be 
sidered by you a privilege as much as a duty ; 
your visits to a throne of grace be frequent and 
tilar. Try and be happy and cheerful as you 

the presence of Jesus, by his Holy Spirit, 
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with you here, and look forward with bright an- 
ticipation and hope to the time when God's king- 
dom of grace, which has been formed in your 
hearts now, may issue in the enjoyment of God's 
kingdom of glory hereafter. 

Do not perplex yourself with thoughts where 
heaven will be ; but only seek to be assured that, 
wherever it will be, you, and those you love, will 
be there; and leave the rest to your adorable 
Saviour, persuaded that the meanest place in 
heaven is infinitely too good for one so unworthy 
as you are, and assured that you will be abundant- 
ly satisfied when you awake possessing His hke- 
ness, if it be but to spend eternity in heaven's 
outer courts, in feebly echoing the praises of Him 
who has loved you, and given Himself to purchase 
heaven for you. 

May God, of His infinite mercy, bring each of 
us to that happy place , for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. 
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Psalm xc. 14. 

fy U8 early with thy mercy ; that we may 
e and he ylad all our dayeP 

YOUNG Friends, — Who does not wish to 
'^? Every one wishes to be so. It is 
all are seeking. It is the constant aim 
jt of our life. 

hat mistakes many people make in the 
which they seek it, and consequently 
jrably they fail in attaining it. We will 
few cases. 

)ften the poor child looks at his own 
welliug with discontent, and then at the 
of the rich man with envy, and thinks, 
\ had but the money that could procure 
I should be happy;'' but how sad the 
for money alone never yet made a 
ippy. 
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Or the girl who goes out to place, looks at her 
mistress and thinks, "Oh, if I had but servants 
to wait upon me, instead of having to wait upon 
others, I should be happy," forgetting that it ifl 
God*s will that she should be where she is, and 
that were she to change places with her mistreas, 
she would be no nearer to happiness. 

Or, one of our boys, perhaps, who is tired of 
the restraints, those wholesome restraints of home, 
thinks (but oh, how unwisely) ! ** If I could hut 
get away from home, and go to some distant land 
where I could be my own master, and do as I like, 
I should be happy;" not remembering that 
wherever he goes he takes the same naughty 
heart with him, and that unless that heart be 
changed by the Spirit of God, he never can he, 
never will be, happy. 

'No, dear friends, this is not happiness, nor is 
this the way to be happy. God's way is the only 
way, and He has, in much love, shown us the 
way in our Bible. Let us turn to its sacred 
words with reverence, and in prayerful, teachahle 
spirit, seek to find it out. 

It is my privilege to-day to show you, out of 
God's Holy Word, how to be happy, to show you 
where true happiness may be found, and, with all 
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.ffection of a Mend wkose best wish for you 
it you may be happy, both in time and 
ighout eternity^ to bid you ecumestly seek to 
ne possessors of it. 

lere was a time when everybody was happy, 
n GK>d created our first parents Adam and 
He made them perfectly happy. But what 
it made them feel so happy? They were 
They were the loving, trustful, obedient 
ren of an affectionate and gracious Heavenly 
er. God their Creator was their constant 
»anion, their Counsellor, their Friend. They, 
were like God, pure, holy, happy. But, 

sin entered Paradise, and in a moment they 
ne unholy, and that same moment they be- 
' lu^appy* They became more and more 
:e God, and we their children have the same 
hty hearts as they had. We naturally ^<w- 
in and love sin, and it is because we do so 
we are not happy. 

it perhaps some one before me to-day, who 
and knows that he does wrong, and that he 

sin, says, "I sin, yet I am quite happy; my 
ives me no uneasiness, I am quite happy." 
), dear boy, forgive me if I say you are not 
y. You do not know what happiness is; 
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you call things by the wrong names; you are not 
happy, whatever you may think. Be persuaded 
to listen to this address, and I hope that at its 
conclusion you will have formed better views 
about happiness, and will be encouraged this very 
afternoon to seek it where alone it is to be found. 
May God, by His Holy Spirit, help me in this 
endeavour to guide young souls to Himself, for 
Jesus' sake. 

In asking where happiness is to be found, we 
turn to the sacred pages of God's Word. Our 
text helps us in our enquiry. "0 satisfy us early 
with thy mercy, that we may rejoice and be glad 
all our days; " that is, that we may be happy. 
Nothing but a sense of sins pardoned will ever 
make us happy, nor will you ever be happy until 
you have each, earnestly, humbly, and faithfully, 
put up to God in prayer the cry of our text, "0 
satisfy us earit/ with thy mercy, that we may re- 
joice and be glad all our days." The text becomes 
at once a most important one. Let me try and 
help you to understand it. We will consider it 
under two divisions : The Frayer uttered, and The 
Blessing sought. 

I. The Prayek rTTEKED. » 

Its burden is, **0 satisfy us early with thy 
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mercy." It is a cry then for mercy. How short 
the prayer, how large the request ! 

Note this down then as your first point under 
this head — 

1 . It is a large prayer. It expresses but one 
Trant, but that one want includes all — it is a prayer 
for mercy. This mercy we all need : the youngest 
as well as the oldest present. Children, have you 
ever prayed this prayer ? 

Its language is expressed in that touching 
liymn — 

" Mercy, O Lord, mercy I seek, 
This is my only prayer, 
In mercy. Lord, is all my hope. 
Oh ! let thy mercy spare." 

Has such language ever been yours ? It should 
Lave been. Has it ? Believe me, on the soul of 
that little one, the youngest before me, there are 
deep sin-stains, which nothing but the blood of 
Jesus can wash out. We all need mercy then, but 
we do not all feel our need. Let us each try to- 
day to feel ourselves as sinners, let us cry to the 
Holy Spirit to come amongst us and convince us 
of our sin, to show us something of it in our hearts 
(for it is there), and then to lead us to cry for 
mercy. Blessed, happy afternoon would it be if 
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such were the case ! Put up the prayer of our 
text, " satisfy me with thy mercy." It is a 
large prayer, I admit. The loving-kindness, the 
compassion of God, makes it such; the greatness 
of our sins makes it such ; the love of Jesus, who 
opened the way by His precious death, by which 
we thus have access to the Father, makes it such ; 
the gracious influences of the Holy Spirit, who 
first gives us the desire to pray, and who then 
helps us when we pray, make it such. 

Eut it is not too large but that God can aad 
will vouchsafe an answer. He will grant our re- 
quest, not on accoxmt of what we are, but what 
He Himself is. Oh, how it would rejoice an 
angel's heart; yea, more, how it would delight 
our loving, gracious Father in Christ Jesus, if He 
could but look down in this our Sunday School 
this afternoon, and heard proceeding from the 
heart of each dear child assembled, the cry of our 
text, "0 satisfy us early with thy mercy." I 
hope it will proceed from some. 

But there is something else that makes it a 
large prayer. It must be large, for it is some- 
thing that is to satisfy the wants of an immortal 
soul. It is the prayer of a soul that is not at rest, 
that is not satisfied, — and I ask ; Do you think 
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the pleasures of sin can satisfy the soul ? Have 
they satisfied ours? Can we say we are happy in 
sin ? 'No. Sin did please for the moment, but it 
has left a sting behind. Memory brings it before 
the mind again, and the remembrance gives us 
pain. We are not satisfied and happy. How can 
we be ? There is a void within our breast which 
the world, with all its falsely- called pleasures, 
cannot fill; there are cravings that the vain 
amusements of a giddy, thoughtless world cannot 
satisfy. We find ourselves sighing after some- 
thing else, we do not perhaps quite know what, 
but until we get that something, we never can be 
happy. 

That something, then, is Jesus. Jesus speak- 
ing pardon and peace to the guilty soul. Nothing 
else is large enough to fill, to satisfy the wants of 
our immortal souls. If you wish to be happy, 
come to Jesus, and seek Him as your Saviour. 

2. Our text is an earnest prayer. 

It is the earnest desire of a heart that feels its 
need of the blessing sought. Do you know any- 
thing of this earnestness in prayer ? I am quite 
sure that some dear children do. Presently I will 
tell you of one that did. There are children to 
be found (are there not some here to-day ?) who 
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often retire to a quiet place, where no ( 
no ear hear, but the great God's and wl 
wrestle with God in prayer for pard 
Their names are not known to us, but 
them. He has heard their prayers, ai 
when the great day reveals them, t^ 
surprised to find who amongst us they 

If, then, you choose this text to-d 
prayer, let it be earnest. When schoo 
day, do not join the giddy and thoi 
they leave the room, but quietly and tl 
seek your home, and when there, seek 
and remembering what you have been 
before God, and let your wants find ea 
this simple prayer, offered earnestly t 
delights to hear and answer prayer, 
me early with thy mercy," and He w 
you empty away. 

3. This prayer is an urgent prayer. 

It admits of no delay, " satisfy m 
thy mercy." It is like that prayer 
'* Make haste, God, to help me." 
prayer, and that ri^ht soon.** It is 
there was not a moment to be lost. !N 
The hand of mercy is stretched out to 
grasp it. To-morrow it may be 
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Children, do you feel it to be so ? or do you think 
that because you are young, healthy, active, you 
will have plenty of time hy and hy to cry for 
mercy ? Oh, do not cheat your soul so. If you 
do not feel your need, pray to the Holy Spirit to 
make you feel your need. It is His work to con- 
vince us of sin. Cry, and cry earnestly, to God 
for pardon, until God shall say to you, ''Son, 
daughter, thy sins are forgiven thee, go in peace 
and sin no more.'' 

4. This prayer is a Idieving prayer. 

That is the only condition that God imposes in 
prayer, "Whatsoever ye shall ask, heheving, ye 
shall receive." Therefore, when you pray this 
prayer, pray in faith. Believe that God is far 
more willing to hear your prayer, than ever you 
are to pray. His ear catches the first sigh for 
paidon, and no sound falls so sweetly on His ear 
as the sighings of a contrite heart. 

Believe this, and pray in faith. God waits to 
he gracious. Faith honours Him. Come and 
plead His own promises in the Bible, and believe 
that although your sins be great His love is 
greater. Have faith, and come to God in His 
own way. He does not want you to pray lon(/ 
prayers. For it is through Jesus only that you 
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can come at all. It is not your prayer that will 
save you, although you will not get the hlessing 
without you pray. Let, then, your prayer be a 
Iwrge prayer; let it be earnest; let it be urgent; 
and pray in faith. 

II. The blessing sought. "O satisfy us 
early with thy mercy, that we may rejoice and h$ 
glad all our days,*^ We may regard this part of 
the text also, as the gracious answer to the prayer. 

1 . A.nd is not the first idea that strikes your 
mind this : How full and rich the answer is ? You 
ask for mercy, you get joy and gladness. You 
come, like the prodigal son, with the heart-felt 
declaration of your sin, and, like the father in the 
parable, God not only raises you from your knees 
a forgiven child, but you are restored to all the 
privileges of sonship which you had forfeited. 
Surely now you are happy, dear child of God. 
Before you came to Jesus for pardon you were 
restless, unsatisfied, longing, unhappy ; now you 
are quiet, satisfied, happy. You knelt in tears, 
you rise rejoicing; you bent the knee a sinner, 
you rise a forgiven sinner. Is this the experience 
of any here to-day ? Children, do you wish to be 
happy ? This is the way. Try it, and you will 
tind it so, and — 
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" Oh, did you but know the joy 

To hear the Saviour say, 
* Thy sins are all forgiven,' 
You would not stay away." 

We are struck with the thought, that this 
ious answer to prayer is not only full, hut 
ng : '*aU our days J* Happy all our days, 
hing to all times, our days of sickness as well 
r health, of poverty as well as prosperity, in 
h as well as through life, in time and through- 
eternity. Do not say it is too good to he 

It is quite true. 
Bt me spend the few moments we have re- 
ling in referring to one, who realized in her 

happy experience all this and much more, 
as heen my privUege during my short absence 
I school to visit that lovely part of God's 
.tiful creation, the Isle of Wight, and there 
ssed through scenes the most delightful upon 
;h the eye can rest. I have seen Nature 
3ed in her most attractive colours, spread out 
aried landscape and sea-view, each uttering 
L in fullest notes their Creator's praise, and at 
y turn I took, fresh beauties met my sight, 
ess God that He directed my steps to such 
3asant places." I thankfully praise Him for 
:hat I saw that was lovely and attractive in 
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the rich fields of iN'ature ; but there is one thing 
for which I would more especially thank Him, 
and that is for the greater wonders that I was 
reminded of in the richer fields of His grace. 

Truly may I say that my moments of intensest 
joy were as I stood by the grave of "little Jane, 
the young cottager/' whose remains lie buried in 
that island in Brading churchyard, and it was 
there as I thought upon that dear child of Gk>d, 
that the text we have to-day forced itself upon 
my mind. I felt how completely she realized its 
importance, how sweetly she breathed its spirit, 
and how fully she enjoyed its blessedness, and I 
prayed that you might do so too. Here, thought 
I, is a text for my dear young friends of the Sun- 
day school, one which can be illustrated in the 
happy experience of "little Jane." It will 
please and interest them to be told that I had 
visited the very spot where lies all that is earthly 
of one whom we all, I trust, hope to meet and to 
know in heaven. Her happy spirit is there al- 
ready, resting until the day when it shall be 
glorified and reunited with her body, which will 
also be glorified on the happy morning of the 
resurrection, to be severed again no more for ever. 

I cannot describe to you the feelings that were 
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awakened in my breast as I visited her grave, nor 
how my mind turned from her to yow, my dear 
young friends, and how I wondered about you, 
and hoped and prayed that this our school might 
3rield some ''little Janes" in spirit (for she 
"being dead, yet speaketh" to us), children 
whose last words, like hers, should be words of 
peace and joy. Jane felt herself to be a sinner, 
but she also knew that she had a Saviour. And 
did this knowledge make her less happy ? Ko, 
no ; it filled her soul with joy unspeakable, a joy 
with which she would not part for ten thousand 
worlds. 

I will not now stop to tell you her history ; but 
you will agree with me when I say, there must 
be something deeply touching in it, and sufficient 
to make you read the account for yourselves, when 
we tell you that although she was the child of 
poor parents, and although she has been dead up- 
wards of fifty years, many were the visitors beside 
myself who, during the hour I rested there, went 
to look with tearful eyes, yet rejoicing hearts, at 
her grave, and who showed by this very act their 
belief in the reality of early conversions. 

I believe in them too. I read of them in my 
Bible, and therefore I cannot doubt it. I read of 
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tbem in the histories of such as little Jane 
I do believe the experience of some of you 
prove the same. I will not make a Beleeti 
you, but refer yon to a sketch of the life < 
dear child, as it is recorded by that good ma 
Kev. Legh Richmond, in hia " AnoaJs c 
Poor,"* a book tf> be found in the homes of 
of our pious poor; perhaps it ifl in yours, yc 
ask the question of your friends at home. 

And as you read ask youreelf this quesi 
" Do I know anything of the Uessedness ai 
happiness that " little Jane " experienced? 
if not, seek it where ehe sought it — from 
who alone can speak pardon and peace to tt 
stained soul, and impart a " peace which p 
all onderstanding." 

Bear children, hoping you will read the ' 
ing narratiTe for yourselves, I wiU add no 
except to ask you to put up this prayer, vi 
earnest wish that it may be answered — " I 
die the death of the righteous, and let m 
end be like hers." " satisfy me early wii 
mercy, Lord, that I may rejoice and b< 
all my days." 

> Publleliecl is s terj c-heip farm, b;lha Beligioui ' 
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Matt. xxi. 16. 

rest Thou what these say ? And Jesus saith 
to them, Yea.'* 

BAB Young Fbtends, — On a certain day, 
•ds of 1800 years ago, there might have 
seen a great crowd of persons following a 
trho was very meek-looking and sitting upon 
, journeying towards the city of Jerusalem, 
e proceeds on His way the crowd increases 
imber until it becomes a great multitude, 
eeling of the people is evidently favourable 
3 Person, for " some spread their garments 

way, whilst others cut down branches from 
•ees, and strewed them in the way." The 
iders who were thus suddenly surprised, 
•e, * ' Who is this ? ' ' Their curiosity increases, 
sently a great shouting is heard, and this cry 

the air, "Hosanna to the Son of David: 
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Blessed is' He that cometh in t 
Lord ; HoBamia in the highest." 

Kow it is we learn who this 
was Jesus, the Son of Dayid. A 
who He is, we will follow Hin 
what He does. He enters the 
does BO, the inquiry is again n 
this?" and the inhabitants of . 
are told by the repeated shonts oj 
it is "Jesus of Nazareth." 

But who are these that ask the 
they not Jews ? Should they no 
Him to come ? They had the S 
Dot this event been the subject of 
yet do they ask, " Who is this ? 
have pointed them to their Old 1 
tores, of which they were so prou 
find an answer there, "Who i 
might have sud, ask Hoses, and 1 
it is " the seed of the woman tha- 
serpent's head." * Ask your fa 
he shail tell you it is " the Shil 
of Judah." t Ask David, and I 
it is " the King of Glory." J As 
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shall tell you it is He whose name is '* Wonderlul, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace." * Ask Daniel, and 
he shall tell yon it is "the Messiah." f Jeremiah, 
and he shall tell you it is " the Righteous 
Branch." J Ask John the Baptist, and he shall 
tell you it is " the Lamb of God." || Ask the 
God of the Prophets, and He will declare Him to 
be his own " beloved Son in whom He is well 
pleased." § 

Look at this blessed Jesus as He passed through 
the gates of the city. How meek, how good He 
looks ! Which way does He go ? what place does 
He seek ? He seeks the temple ; He enters its 
sacred portals ; He looks around. What does He 
see ? The money-changers, and the seats of those 
that sold doves, and this in his Father's ** hoitAe 
of prayer .' " We know how displeased He was, 
and how He marked his displeasure; how "He 
cast out all them that sold and bought in the 
temple, and overthrew the tables of the money- 
changers, and the seats of them that sold doves." 

Yes, Jesus was very angry. He of whom you 
so properly sing as the " Oenile Jesus, meeJc and 

* Isaiah ix. 6. + Daniel ix. 26. % Jcr. xxiii. 5. 

II John i. 29. } Matt. iii. 17. 
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mildy^ was angry, and He drove these wicked 
men out of the temple. 

But amidst all this din, and noise, and tumult, 
were there no sounds to be heard within that 
sacred building that should be pleasing to Qim, 
that should fall upon his ear like music ? Were 
there none there upon whom His eye could rest 
with pleasure and delight? "Were there none 
there who loved Him and rejoiced in His love? 
Yes there were some. We listen, there are Ho- 
sannas to be heard. Whence do they comer 
There is a knot of the chief priests and scribes, 
come these sounds from them ? No, nothing but 
the murmurs of envy escape their lips. They 
have no heart to sing God*s praises. 

But whence do these shouts proceed ? Look at 
that group of children gathering round the blessed 
Saviour. It is from their hearts, so full of love 
and holy joy, that those Hosannas proceed. But 
did Jesus hear and regard them? Amidst so 
much to grieve an(^ displease Him, had He an ear 
to hear and a heart to love the praises of such 
(for they were but children ?) Let the scribes and 
chief priests ask the question for us, and you shall 
hear the Saviour answer them. " Hearest Thou 
what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, 
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; have ye never read, Out of the mouths of 
is and sucklings Thou hast perfected praise." 
ur subject, to-day, then, is '* Children's Ho- 
las are pleasing to God." May God help me 
jach you this, and may Hosannas to the living 

arise from many a youthful heart before me 
afternoon for Jesus* sake, 
efore we encourage you, however, to sing your 
annas to the living God, we must help you to 
3 by explaining to you what the word Hosanna 
ns. Its meaning is, " Save, Lord, we beseech 
e." It is very important to know this, for, 
taps, some have been saying, "What does 
anna mean?" And now that I tell you, per- 
j you wonder and say, ** Is this the language 
raise ? it is more like that of prayer." Dear 
iren, we say that the most acceptable praises 
can offer to God, the sweetest music you can 

in the ears of a loving Saviour is to cry to 
I for forgiveness. The " Save, Lord, we be- 
ll Thee," or, ** Oh, satisfy us early with thy 
cy," is as sweet to His attentive ear as the 
ic of angels, 
et this be our Hosanna cry to-day, and we 

be quite sure He will not send us empty and 
aswered away. Let this be our sacrifice of 

o2 
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praise to God ; it is such as our loving Father in 
Heaven will approve. In all our approaches to 
Him, whether in the language of prayer or of 
praise, let there be ever a remembrance that we 
are sinners, a lesson strikingly taught us by the 
offerings of our first brothers, Cain and Abel. 
Cain offered a thank-oSenng, the very best fruits 
he could procure, the most costly, and that whicli 
had been the result of his most careful watching 
and cultivation. Abel offered a stn-offermg; he 
simply offers a lamb. But God read the hearts 
of these brothers ; saw in one pride, self-esteem, 
vanity, and no remembrance of sin ; in the other 
a consciousness of sin, and sin's guilt, and his 
expressed need of a sacrifice for sin other than he 
could himself offer. That is why it was that 
Cain's offering was not accepted and Abel's was. 
The *' God be merciful to me a sinner" of the 
contrite heart is the Hosanna most acceptable to 
the ear of God. Let it be our Hosanna to-day; 
let us feel that we are unworthy to offer our 
praises, and yet that God will accept them for 
Jesus' sake. Would that oiu: school would send 
up this cry to God this afternoon, a cry such as 
should reach the ever listening ear of God, and 
bring down a gracious answer from Him. 
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, I believe, from some. And if we have 
mgst us, children who are so lowly in 
of themselves on account of their sins, 
\e hearts are touched with divine love, 
I be thankful to God for it, and gladly 
them to be like-minded. To such we 
Y, continue to show this simple faith and 
3ve, seek of God, little earth pilgrims to 
thus humble, prayerful, loving, until 
. exchange your feeble praises here for 
praises and delights of heaven, 
e first thought we shall gather from our 

S this — THAT CHILDKEN SHOULD EAELT 

SING God's praises. 

are some that say that children are not 
)f religious impressions, and that they 
'^oung to become the subjects of God's 
g grace. Dear children, it is not true, 
rience of some of you present proves it 
true. I am constantly shown in my 
t there is such a thing as youthftil piety; 
vere taught it nowhere else, I am in the 

before us. I do believe that children 
do, feel a real love to God, arising from 

sins pardoned through the atoning blood 
Z)hrist. I cannot for one moment think 

o3 
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that had these Hosannas of the children in the 
temple been merely the outburst of childish feel- 
ing without real love to Him in whose praise they 
were uttered, that Jesus would have quoted the 
Scripture He did; nor must we forget that He 
could read their hearts, and it was because He 
could tell the secret spring of aU their joy that 
He said, ** Have ye never read, Out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings Thou hast per- 
fected praise." 

Hut I ask further, why should not you, as 
children, love God ? There is nothing so terrtbk 
in God that you should not love Him, but rather 
everything in Him to inspire lOve, and to call 
forth your best affections for Him. Only look at 
what He has done for you. Look into His book 
of Nature, see His lovely creation made for your 
enjoyment ; the blue sky above, the green carpet 
of grass at your feet ; you look around you, every 
blade of grass, every leaf, every flower, every shell, 
all tell of a Creator's love. Look at yourself; 
you feel your heart beat, your pulse throb, health 
flowing through your veins, and remember that it 
is God's power and love alone that regulates these 
and keeps you alive. 

Then look at God's book of Providence, and 
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I demand upon your love as children is made 
). How He has clothed you, fed you, pro- 
d, guarded, shielded you ; given you health, 
m, youth, to enjoy His good gifts. And then, 
1 we turn to His Book of Eevelation, the only 

that tells us ahout a Saviour from our sins, 
t a demand is here made upon our grateful 
adoring love. As we take up our Bihle and 

of Jesus in Bethlehem's cradle, in Geth- 
ine's garden, on Calvary's Cross; as it tells of 
bursting tomb, the Easter mom, the Ascen- 
day ; and as we read on, we seem to follow 

into heaven, and there view Him still inter- 
ig with his Pather ; and then as we remem- 
}hat He does all this for us, for me, who can 

loving such a God as ours ? 

y wonder is not that children do love God 

praise Him for all this His goodness and 

3, but that children can be found that are 

t and do not love Him. 

Dr have I told you a thousandth part of what 

has done, and yet will do, for those who love 

. I have said nothing yet about that blessed 

it, the Holy Ghost, He has sent down to help 

our love to Him, but we shall do so presently, 
ow strange, then, that there should be child- 
who have never yet so\mde^ oue i\a\ft, 'cJs. 
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praise, one cry for pardon, to the God who created, 
and the Saviour who redeemed them; but who 
use the tongue — that "little member" Grodhas 
given to us to speak forth His praises — ^in taking 
God^s holy name in vain ; who, like some children 
of old of whom we read, can shout after the pro- 
phets of the Lord, mocking and insulting them; 
who are always ready with the unclean word or 
jest, but who have never yet shouted one Hosanna 
to the living God. Let not this be so with any 
one of you, but learn early to sing God's praises, 
feeling it to be the very best way you can employ 
your tongue and your time. 

II. But I must remark, that in doing so you 

WILL MEET WITH DISCOURAGEITENTS. 

It is very easy to Join others in singing (Jod's 
praises, but it is very hard work to sing Hosannas 
to God alone, when others are shouting, "Crucify 
Him, crucify Him." I wish to prepare you for 
this. How difficult is it, if your lot be cast among 
the godless, to be godly, and not to be ashamed 
of Christ. Do you think you could ? And then 
how discouraging it is that those very persons 
who should help us, and join us, and lead us in 
singing praises to our God, sometimes chide us, 
rebuke us, and perhaps mock us. 

Yet such will be out \ol, a-^A ^^ \k\\&\. uot bo 
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nted by it. Satan will come to you and tell 
, you are too poor, too young, to sing God's 
Lse, that He has no ear for child/ren^a Hosannas. 
IT own hearts wiU sometimes misgive you, and 
will feel that you have so little love to God, 
ittle heart to praise Him, that He will not re- 
i your feeble offering, your lisping, stammer- 
voice; and companions, too, who praise not 
L themselves, will wish you to do the same, 
all this is discouraging, very discouraging. 
God knew that this would happen, that 
dren, being helpless and weak, would be sorely 
d by these discouragements, and in much love 
has provided for us helps. 
II. Look at some of the helps ajstd "es- 

BAOEMENTS GOD HAS PBOVIDED FOB YOUB USE. 

has given us a BihU full of the most encourag- 
proofs that He does love little children, and 
L hear and accept their praises. Bead of them 
hat precious Book. 

le has sent His Holy Spirit into our hearts, to 
us with such love to God, so that we cannot 
jilent, but must speak forth His praise. What 
3lp this is ! What love we owe to this good 
rit of God ! Without His help we have not a 
jle spark of love to God. How often He strives 
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with us, how frequently He pleads with us, and 
seeks to incline our hearts to love God, and to 
sing praises to Him. Oh ! dear children, encour- 
age this Holy Being by admitting His power and 
yielding to His influence. 

And He has given us hind friends who help us 
in our praises to God. 

Look at your teacher for a proof of this. What 
is your teacher* s best wish for you? Is it not 
that you should love Gt)d ? Do not say you do 
not know how to love God, nor how to show your 
love to God, but remember that every time you 
resist a temptation, every time you refuse to an, 
every effort you make to send the gospel to the 
heathen world; or to exhibit its power in its in- 
fluence in your own lives, is as though you sang 
a Hosanna to God. This, teacher helps you to do. 

And now, after aU I have said, does any 
child still say, " Why should I praise God ? " I 
have tried to show you a little of God's love, and 
had hoped that you would have exclaimed, "The 
love of Christ constraineth me ! " that should be 
the secret spring whence all our praise should 
flow; but we have abundant other reasons. I 
will give you three, which I will ask you to think 
of and dwell upon, and then we must conclude. 
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le reason why you should learn to sing praises 
jd is, because it hrings glory to God, What 
tive this should be to us ! To ^^ perfect God*s 
B ! " The very great weakness of the instru- 

is one cause of its bringing glory to God, 
act of your being but a poor, weak, helpless 
. The glorious theme you utter is another, 
are " Hosannas to Jestjs the Son of David ! " 
)u remember, perhaps, iiiat it was a matter 
pecial thankfulness on the part of the blessed 
)ur Himself that children's hearts were capa- 
►f divine impressions when, in that address 
is Heavenly Father, He said, "I thank Thee, 
ther, that Thou hast hid these things from 
7ise and prudent and hast revealed tJiem unto 
. Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in 
dght." Think of this. 

second reason is, it makes you so happy, 
3h, think you, are the happiest children, the 
ay scholars of this school who in a loving 
3 come to us on Sunday, with hearts ready to 
their hymns of praise to God, or those who 
away, who take the idle walk, break God's 
aths, spend their time in unholy thoughts 
ivords, and reach home tired, unsatisfied, and 
ppy, because unholy ? Some of our scholars 
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have tried both: which makes you feel most 
happy ? Yoa know. 

The third reason we give you is, if we do not 
love to sing Ood^s praises here, we cannot hope to 
sing them in hea/oen hereafter. There it will he no- 
thing but praise. If we do not practise heavenly 
songs here, we should sing so out of tune that we 
should destroy the harmony of the celestial music. 
But that would not do. There must be no dis- 
cord there. Let us learn "the songs of Zion" 
now, whilst we are young, and hope and look 
forward to join in that everlasting song that will 
be sung by redeemed ones in heaven. And oh ! 
what a mighty gathering that will be, and what 
a number of children will be there, and how 
sweetly they will sing! "Will you be there? 
Would not you like, poor little child, sitting there 
so meanly dressed, so sparingly clad, so poorly 
fed ? You m^y, but you must begin now. There 
is room in heaven even for you. There is a ' * song/' 
and a "harp," and a "white robe" for you. Just 
such as you were "blessed" with holy hands; to 
such as yoUy sacred lips said, "Suffer them to 
come ; " and of such as you it was declared, "of 
such is the kingdom of heaven." Infant voices 
are as needful ioi t\ve \iaTmony of Ood's temple 
above as for the teio-T^le \>c^o^. X^'e.\i'53»^^'^^me, 
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e are ''little ones" in heaven, and a mighty 

ber of them too. 

^hat a beautiful sound must that have been to 

those 5000 children sing at the Crystal 
ce some few weeks since; but how much more 
^htful will it be not only to hear, but to join 
lat "Hallelujah chorus which shall be sung in 
'en's courts, not by 5000 children only, but 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands 
bousands ! " 

hildren, shall you and I join in the Hosannas 
leaven? Shall our voices mingle with the 
Bs of those redeemed ones, *'who have wash- 
heir robes and made them white in the blood 
be Lamb ? " Shall our now weak and falter- 
^oices join in that triumphant shout of praise, 

one continued ''Hosanna to the living God," 
3h shall resound through heaven's courts eter- 

through ? Shall we meet each other there ? 

grant we may. 

et, then, our heartfelt prayer and desire to- 
be thus expressed in that hymn we sometimes 
, and with which we will conclude our address. 

" Oh ! that with yonder sacred throng 
We at His feet may fall ; 
There join the everlasting song, 
And crown Him Lord of all ! " 

P 



THE GOSPEL LAD. 

John vi. 9. 

'^ There is a lad here, which hath five ha/rley loavei, 
and two small fishes ; hut what are they among 
so many ? " 

My deab young Pbiends, — ^The miracle of the 
'* five thousand fed " is the only one wrought by 
our Blessed Saviour that is related by all four of 
the evangelists. St. John seldom relates what the 
others have written. In this case he does, and I 
have preferred selecting our text out of the Gospel 
by St. John for two reasons : one, because he '\& 
the only evangelist who mentions the interesting 
fact referred to in our text, the fact of the hi 
who was the honoured bearer of. the food which 
was to be multiplied, and then to feed so many, 
and which will, I hope, suggest to us some 
interesting thoughts ; and a second reason is, be- 
cause he alone relates that touching discourse 
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which Jesus delivered, founded upon the miracle, 
and to which I shall try and find time to refer. 

It will not be necessary for me to read to you 
the narrative, so familiar to most of you. I will 
therefore, at once, give you the several heads 
under which we propose now to consider this 
miracle. There are S9 many characters and cir- 
cumstances introduced into it, that I shall only 
be able to speak of each very briefly ; and I pray 
that God, by his good Spirit, may be with us, and 
guide me so to speak, and you so to hear, that 
your young hearts may be led to receive the holy 
and encouraging lessons it is intended to teach. 
We propose to consider this under six heads, and 
shaU speak of the Saviour, the multitude, tho 
disciples, the lad, the food, and the gracious 
blessing. 

I. "We speak of Jestjs. As I read this touch- 
ing narrative and view the part the Saviour 
occupies in it, I know not whether most to adore 
His mighty power. His infinite wisdom, or His 
wondrous love. Each shines forth so brightly 
and clearly, each seems to add lustre to the other, 
and yet they all blend together in such perfect 
harmony, that the one attribute of love seems to 
express them all ; and I wish you, my dear young 

p2 
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friends^ to notice this particularly, that in all the 
miracles that Jesus wrought, bright displays of 
compassion, tenderness, and love were shown. He 
always showed Himself to be just the Saviour 
most needed, "a God nigh at hand and not fSar 
off,'* ever able, ever willing to stretch forth the 
hand of His power and love to needy man. 

Our subject to-day is fuU of missionary thoughts, 
suggested to us at almost every point. While 
speaking to you about Jesus, then, we would say 
that Jesus, who caused this marvellous creation 
of food, is the same Jesus who created the world, 
who afterwards died to redeem it, has sent his 
Holy Spiiit into it to sanctify it, and who is as 
■able as He is willing to give spiritual food to 
those who are hungering after righteousness — 
food of which "whosoever eateth shall live for 
ever.*' And I ask you the question, Was His love 
so great as to cause Him to feed the poor perishing 
bodies of a multitude of people, and will He not, 
think you, much more care for and feed the im- 
perishable souls of the millions for whom He shed 
his blood and died } Oh, surely He will. 

The missionary who goes out to distant lands 
knows this, and this is his glad message; he knows 
no other gospel. Tesu.% and salvation are his con- 
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stant theme and discourse, and it should be ours. 
Let there be much of Jesus in all we do. When 
we do our missionary work, let us do it out of 
love for Jesus ; and whilst we try to spread the 
knowledge of a Saviour's love to others, let us 
feed upon Him ourselves, and be quite sure of this, 
that as long as we follow where He leads we shall 
never be sent empty away, but He will feed us 
with food convenient for us, and we shall never 
know any want. 

II. The Multitude. Sad, indeed, is their 
condition ; let us notice what St. John says about 
them. He tells us these particulars : — They were 
a great multitude ; they were in a desert place, no 
shops near where they could buy food, even if 
they had the money. The disciples had no food 
to give them; it was getting late; they were faint, 
and tired, and hungry ; and St. Matthew tells us 
that there were with them many ''women and 
children." The picture is a very dark one now, 
but it is a faithful one. 

This sad condition of these poor people in this 
desert represents, but very feebly, the condition 
of all those who have not yet been brought near 
to Jesus, and who have not yet tasted of that 
spiritual food which alone can support, and nou- 

p3 
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rish, and keep alive the soul. "N'othing to eat" 
is, indeed, the true expression of the condition of 
all the poor heathen, whether in distant lands or 
nearer at home, where the light of the gospel has 
never reached. They are hungry indeed, very 
hungry ; they have heen feeding upon their own 
false religions, hut these cannot satisfy the so'iil. 

Oh, he it ours, dear young friends, to try and 
tell them of Jesus, "the Bread of Life;" of 
Jesus, who is " that Manna that came down from 
heaven, of which whosoever eateth shall live for 
ever." They are an immense multitude, not five 
thousand only, hut many millions, their souls 
perishing for want of food. Jesus is a name they 
never once have heard; wiU you not do something 
to send it to them ? Can it he that your young 
hearts cnn he touched with tender pity, as we tell 
you of the hodily sufferings and want of these 
five thousand people, and yet feel no pity to the 
souls of the millions of those who are perishing 
in the deserts of sin ? 

I cannot believe it. I am sure that you cannot 
be told there are children, young as yourselves, 
who are ignorant of Jesus, and of the way to be 
saved, without doing something, however little, 
to toll them o£ E.im ^hom you so dearly love. 
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We shall tell you of a way to-day, and affection- 
ately say to you — 

" From many a heathen laud, 
Bid heathen children corae, 
And travel with us hand in hand 
To heaven our happy home."' 

III. The Disciples. How very weak their 
faith was in the power of their Blessed Master ; 
how little they seemed to have understood ffim. 
See how different their plans were to His. Je%VA 
had compassion on the multitude; the disciples 
said, " Send the multitude away, that they may 
go and huy food.** Jesus says, No ; " they need 
not depart, give ye them to eat.** "What a differ- 
ence ! Happy for us that '* Grod*s ways are not 
as our ways.** 

Two of these disciples are mentioned hy name, 
and therefore ask for special notice. Their names 
are Philip and Andrew. To Philip Jesus addressed 
this question, "Whence shall we buy food, that 
these may eat ?** We see the weakness of Philip*s 
faith in his reply, "Two hundred pennyworth 
of bread is not sufficient, that every one may take 
a little.** It was a doubting answer of Philip. 
He thought of everything but of the power and 
love of his Master; he looked at the multitude 
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without food, but without remembering that He 
who spake to him could by one word create it. 

But we must not too eagerly condemn Philip, 
but try and learn the lesson his want of faith 
suggests to us. We are most of us too sadly like 
Philip in this respect. "We go to a missionary meet- 
ing; we hear of India's 180 millions, of China's 300 
millions, all without one morsel of spiritual food to 
help them on their way to heaven ; and our faith 
in God's power to supply their want is so weak, 
that we sicken at the sight. Philip's language be- 
comes our own, and we give up the work in despair. 

But another disciple is mentioned, Andrew by 
name, brother to Simon Peter. His faith was 
different in degree to that of Philip's but still 
weak and very imperfect. He seems of a more 
practical mind than his brother disciple, for he 
does not sit down and fold his hands in despair, 
but sets himself to think where help can be found. 
His eye rests upon a boy who probably had been 
following in the crowd from the beginning ; a ray 
of hope lights up his countenance for a moment, 
as he learns that the lad is the bearer of food I 
but when he finds how small the quantity is, as 
compared with the number needing food (only 
dve ioaves and two small fishes), his faith fails 
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him, and he seems sorry that he should have ever 
mentioned the fact to his Lord ; and, as if check- 
ing himself for the folly of the suggestion, adds 
these words, "But what are they among so many? * ' 

I feel sure I am speaking to some who have 
much of Andrew's spirit, and I wish to say a 
word, an encouraging word, to such. "We have 
amongst us dear young friends whose love to the 
souls of the heathen, who are perishing for the 
lack of spiritual food, is so real that, like Andrew,, 
they would rejoice to discover some way of sup- 
plying their need ; and if a thought has suggested 
itself to them, and they have been bold enough 
to utter it, yet their faith is not strong enough, 
they do not think of Jesus, who is ever near to 
them, and they regret that they should have ven- 
tured to say a word. 

I will illustrate what I mean. "We had our 
missionary working party on Friday last,* when 

* Once a month in the school I lately superintended it was our 
pleasure to meet our children, who worked for some missionary 
station. The idea was a suggestion of one of our dear scholars. 
We called it the " Working Branch " of our Juvenile Missionary 
Association. In the autumn, they sent a large hox of clothes, 
etc., to the Rev. D. Hinderer, at Ahheokouta, all worked by our 
scholars. They have since been working for a kind and valued 
teacher, now an ordained clergyman, in Australia. Our plan was 
this : — Some of our children contributed to a " missionary basket " 
any article they pleased to make. These were sold among the 
Mends of our school, and the proceeds purchased the materials 
which our otiier children (who were poorer) made up into garmeutH 
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we met some of our dear girls, who love to do 
this work. Perhaps some of our girls had much 
of Andrew's spirit and feeling as they did it. As 
they looked at the little frock, or whatever they 
were making, they felt very happy in the con- 
sciousness that they were making a little effort to 
help others less favoured than themselves ; but as 
soon as they began to think of the millions of 
chHdren across the seas, for some of whom these 
things were making, instead of remembering that 
Jesus loves those children far more than they do, 
and can and will, m His own time, bring them to 
the knowledge of Himself, they could only put 
down their work, and with a heavy heart and 
downcast eye exclaim,' "But what are these a- 
mong so many ? " It was wrong in Andrew to 
say so, and it was equally wrong in them. It 
was a grand thought — ^grand, I mean, in its sim- 
plicity — when Andrew said, "Here is a lad here." 
Oh, why did he weaken it by his want of faith ? 
Would that our children would throw out useful 
thoughts for us ; would that we had more amongst 
us of Andrew's thoughtful mind and loving heart ; 

for the children " across the seas." At these happy meetings I 
read to them missionary details of the people for whom they 
worked, and their deep and deepening interest in them was most 
encouraging. To God be ail the praise I 
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and although, the idea may be simple and homely, 
unequal as far as we can see to meet the want 
which called it forth, still we can ask Grod to bless 
it and accept it ; and who can tell but that your 
joy and surprise shall be as great as was Andrew's, 
when acting upon his suggestion so nervously and 
timidly made, his Blessed Lord replied in words 
that must have gladdened his heart, as it doubtless 
chided his want of faith, ''Make the men sit down." 
IV. The Lad. — ^We are not told his name, 
nor his age ; nor shall we know the name of the 
honoured boy imtil the Great Day shall reveal it ; 
but the fact remains the same for your and my 
encouragement. There it stands recorded on the 
pages of my Bible, that it was " a lad '* who was 
the honoured, yet humble, instrument in God's 
hand, of giving food to so many who greatly 
needed it. The world, perhaps, will say it was 
quite hy chance that he was there ; but the Chris- 
tian child, who traces God's hand in every event 
of life, will gratefully feel that it was none other 
than the hand of a loving Saviour, who led him 
there. Jesus could, I know, have created food 
without so feeble an instrument; but He had a 
lesson He wished to teach these disciples, who 
had so little faith, that God works by means, and 
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chooses the weak things of this world to accom- 
plish His loving purposes. 

Here a missionary thought again meets us, 
taught us hy this lad with his scanty provisions, 
viz., how small the means, how humhle, yea, 
perhaps how unconscious the instrument to ac- 
complish so great a result. "We find the same 
lesson taught us in God's Book of Nature. The 
proud waves of the sea are stayed hy little grains 
of sand, the earth is watered hy little drops of 
rain, and the darkness of night is relieved hy the 
friendly shining of little stars, and so it is in 
God's Book of Providence and of Grace. A 
hal^enny is a little thing, hut it has purchased a 
tract which has saved a soul! My Bihle, how 
small a hook it is, hut I do 'firmly believe it is 
God's chosen instrument to convert a world. 

Yea more, I might tell you of a dear friend of 
my own, who, when telling me a few weeks ago 
of the first dawn of God's grace in his soul, used 
these short but expressive words, "A text did it." 

Oh! how I adored the sovereignty of God's 
grace that should make a text powerful enough to 
break a hard and stubborn heart, and melt it into 
one full of love to the Saviour. 

''Who then hath despised the day of small 
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things? " God assures us He does not, but that 
He will bless the feeblest effort we make if under- 
taken in a right spirit. I appeal, then, in our 
school for more missionary zeal. 

I appeal to teachers in tones of deep and heart- 
felt earnestness when I ask you, let the work 
have more of your thoughts, your sympathy, your 
prayers. Foster and encourage it in your classes 
by every means in your power; seek to arouse 
the young hearts before you and your own too ; 
show to them that to be "hewers of wood** or 
*' drawers of water,** if done for Jesus, is an hon- 
our far above what they could expect. Tell them 
that God needs children's help as well as your 
own in carrying on this mighty enterprise. 

Children, we also Hppeal to you. "We need 
many more collectors, our list is now very small. 
We need more help from our classes also. Some 
few have yielded literally nothing. It cannot be 
that there is no need of children* s help. India and 
China are uttering the cry, " Come over andhelp us.** 

" O ! children, to the rescue fly, 
Preach Jesus to them ere they die." 

Glorious thought, indeed, would it be if the 
hearts of England*s Sabbath-school children should 
be so stirred up to real missionary zeeltX^al^^e;:^. 
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poor as they are for the most part, should yet be 
chosen by Grod as the honoured instrument of 
India's conversion. Oh ! let ns try and do owr 
part towards it at any rate. Let us henceforth 
have no idlers amongst us, no half-hearted ones 
amongst us, who are with us in presence, but 
whose hearts are in the world, and who hinder 
our work ; but let us each do what we can, do it 
thoroughly, do it cheerfully, and ask God to accept 
our offering for Jesus' sake. 

Y. The food. — It was a very simple meal, 
very plain, but to hungry ones the most acceptable. 
^N'ature assisted" at the feast. The sky was their 
ceiling, the earth their table, the grass their table- 
cover; and when we are told in that simple language, 
the great charm of Scripture, that "there was much 
grass in that place," the picture is complete. 

The fare, we say, was plain, and so are the 
truths of the Gospel; but if we are hungering 
after righteousness, we shall find them just what 
we want, and partaking of them with thankful 
hearts, we shall be able with holy David to ex- 
claim, '* Thy word was found of me, and I did eat 
it, and it was unto me the joy and the rejoicing 
of my heart." But before we can say this, the 
food must have God's \A.eB.?iniw, We return then 
to our narrative, and si^eaik oi 
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VI. Th:e Geaciotjs Blessing. — It is the most 
important part of our subject. I therefore ask 
your kind attention to what I yet may have to 
say. The language of St. John is shorter than 
my own words would be. He says in the llth^ 
verse, "And Jesus took the loaves; and when 
He had given thanks, He distributed to the dis- 
ciples, and the disciples to them that were set 
down ; and likewise of the fishes as much as they 
would. When they were filled, He said unto His 
disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, 
that nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered 
them together, and filled twelve baskets with the 
fragments of the five barley-loves which remained 
over and above unto them that had eaten. Then 
these men, when they had seen the miracle that 
Jesus did, said. This is of a truth that Prophet 
that should come into the world." As we read 
this, we can do little else than exclaim "Wonderful ! 
wonderful ! * ' Truly this is the Lord* s doiQgs, and 
it is marvellous in our eyes! " Contrast the con- 
dition of this multitude now with their previous 
condition. Before^ empty, faint, perishing for lack 
of food ; now^ filled, satisfied, refreshed ! 

So is it wherever the Bread of life is dis- 
tributed, and God's blessing given. 
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Let this divine blessing ever be sought by 
us, when feeding upon Christ and His Word our- 
selves, or when trying to send it to others ; and if 
asked in faith, Gk)d will bless us, and all the ends 
of the earth shall fear Him. Let us each be really 
in earnest in seeking the blessing of God on all 
we do, or think, or say. "Without His blessing 
we must perish and die. 

Oh, may the Holy Spirit of God, in answer to 
our prayers, come down upon us, revive His work 
once more in the midst of us, lead us each back to 
the Saviour, and keep us ever close to Him. May 
the discourse preached by our Lord after He 
wrought this miracle have our carefiil and prayer- 
ful thoughts. May He graciously make HimseK 
known to us, as He did then to His disciples, as 
" the Bread of Life ; " and may we say with more 
faith and knowledge than did they, *' Lord, ever- 
more give us this Bread ; enable us to feed upon 
Thee in thy "Word, and in thy ordinances, by 
faith, with thanksgiving, until that happy period 
shall arrive when there will be no more need to 
walk by faith, but when we shall see Thee, our 
blessed Jesus, and adore Thee and love Thee 
perfectly and for ever." 

London: Webthbim, Macintosh, and Hunt. 
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